
 
  
 

 

You are invited to  
 

Understanding & Reporting Climate, Air Pollution & Health – A Seminar for Journalists 
 

On  
29.01.2018 (Monday) 

2:00 pm – 6:00 pm 
 

At  
Press Institute of India – Research Institute for Newspaper Development 

Second Main Road, Taramani CPT Campus 
Chennai – 600 113 

(http://www.pressinstitute.in) 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
Air pollution is a major concern for environment, health and human development around the 
world. Globally, outdoor air pollution caused three million premature deaths in 2012 – roughly 
the same as the toll from malaria, tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS combined. Pollution affects our 
health and quality of life throughout the life course, with evidence of links to cancer, asthma, 
stroke, heart disease, diabetes, obesity, changes linked to dementia, and harmful effects on the 
fetus and young child. It burdens economies by making workers and students less productive 
and stressing health care systems.  The major sources of air pollution are also important drivers 
of climate change, which threatens public health around the world. Despite these well-
documented consequences, 92 per cent of the world’s population lives in places where air 
quality levels exceed the World Health Organization’s guidelines. Meanwhile, air quality 
monitoring is inadequate in some of the most polluted large urban areas. As a result, air 
pollution is neither recognized nor addressed as the public health crisis it is. 
 
AIR POLLUTION IN CHENNAI 
When air pollution in India is discussed, Delhi's apocalyptic images of smog come to mind, but 
the coastal city of Chennai is not far behind. On many occasions, the particulate 
matter recordings have been higher than in Delhi. This Bhogi, the city witnessed an unusual 
spike in the PM 2.5 levels owing to a toxic mix of emissions from garbage burning, power plants 
in Ennore, vehicles and the smoke from the the festival. The particulate matter levels peaked at 
1000 plus, which is equivalent to 18 times the Indian safety limits.  
 
Surveys show that city residents are beginning to be aware of PM 2.5 and air pollution but only 
14 per cent of people consider it's lethal health impacts. At a time when India is ranked as the 
highest emitter of sulphur dioxide in the world, and air pollution levels reached emergency 
levels across the Northern belt, it is important to understand and highlight that the problem is 
pan India and not localised to the north.  
 
ROLE OF THE MEDIA 
Media is a powerful tool in shaping public understanding and perceptions. Well-researched and 
nuanced information from the media assists in creating public awareness and can drive 
meaningful interventions in public policy. The proposed workshop aims to help environmental 
and health journalists understand the scientific data around air monitoring, particularly the 
data available for monitoring air quality in Chennai, its health implications and the need for 
immediate action.  
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AGENDA 
 
Time Sessions Speakers 
2:00 pm to 2:05 pm  Welcome and outline of the workshop Sashi Nair 

(Director & Editor, Press 
Institute of India) 
 

2:05 pm to 2.35 pm  Covering climate & environment: 
Stories beyond science 

Dr Nandini Kumar 
(TERI University)  
 

2.35 pm to 3:15 pm Covering air pollution – Understanding 
data and science 

Ronak Sutaria (Scientist, 
Urban Science, Mumbai) 
 

3:15 pm to 3:30 pm Demo of various air pollution 
monitoring devices 

Dharmesh Shah/ Ronak 
Sutaria 
 

3:30 pm to 4:15 pm  Basics on pollution and health: 
Importance of health information for 
journalists  

Dr Arvind Kumar  
(Chairman, Center for Chest 
Surgery at Sir Ganga Ram 
Hospital, New Delhi, and 
Founder & Managing Trustee, 
Lung Care Foundation) 
 
Dr Shankar  
(Sri Ramachandra University)  
 

4:15pm to 4:30 pm  Law, standards and air pollution Dr K Karthikeyan  
(Ex Member Secy, TNPCB)  
 

4:30 pm to 5:45 pm Panel discussion: Framing stories for 
change (interactive session) 

Panellists:  
Dr Nandini Kumar (TERI 
University) 
Sibi Arasu (Independent 
Environment Journalist) 
Samas (Senior Journalist) 
 
Moderator:  
Nityanand Jayaraman 
 

5:45 pm Closing remarks Aarti Khosla, GSCC 

 
Followed by tea and snacks 

Please register at the following link to confirm your attendance:  http://bit.ly/Registration29-1-18 

For more details contact: Nityanand Jayaraman (+91 94440 82401) or Sashi Nair (+91-
9042231343). 


