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From the editor

Sensitivity key, while writing 
about women, children

In the end it made up for quite a bizarre story. A teenage girl being molested by 
several men on a main road with no one to help her; the only person who could 
have, the cameraman of a local television channel, was busy filming the episode 

(that some say was staged!) all through half an hour. Finally, police arrived and escorted 
the girl to ‘safety’. When you hit the headlines in this fashion you are not really ‘safe’ 
anymore. In uncut versions of the film that are there for all to see on YouTube the 
girl spells out her name and what she is doing. Why did television have to replay the 
censored version through the day when there were families watching at home? How 
much more callous can you get! As I write this, there is news that the editor-in-chief 
of the TV channel that ‘broke’ the news has resigned after expressing doubts whether 
an impartial inquiry will be held. He apparently resigned based on the Assam chief 
minister criticising the reporter for not informing the police first before letting his 
camera roll. That is just as well. Have we, in the mad scramble for news and TRPs, 
forgotten the basics? Indeed, many reporters, especially those working for television 
channels, hardly seem to care. 

Now, do reporters really know the basics while reporting on issues relating to 
women and children? For example, media watchers have seen the kind of reports, 
even editorials, which have surfaced after the arrest of athlete Pinki Pramanik. As 
Kapana Sharma writes in The Hoot, what is the point in quoting “sources” about Pinki 
having “male chromosomes”? And as veteran V.S. Maniam says in his article in this 
issue, a journalist should have knowledge that is truly comprehensive and reasonably 
deep: you are expected to report on a wide gamut of subjects, from the sublime to the 
ridiculous; and you need to be genuinely knowledgeable to be able to do so. The fact 
is, many of our reporters, including those who work for top newspapers do not know 
the rules enough, and certainly not how to handle sensitive issues. 

You can imagine how horribly wrong things can get when it is news relating to 
children.   Children in India are exposed to some of the most inhuman cruelties and 
endure the worst forms of abuse. Since children are provided special protection 
under the law, violation of children’s rights is often newsworthy. The media can play 
an important role in protecting and promoting children’s rights in many instances, 
in exposing their abuse and also reporting about their triumphs. Many journalists 
consider reporting on children challenging, something that requires too much effort, 
with too many legal risks. Therefore, informed, sensitive and professional journalism 
will ensure promotion and protection of child rights. But how many actually care? 
This has been a focus area for the Press Institute of India that has, with UNICEF, been 
conducting workshops the past year to try and sensitise journalists on issues relating 
to women and children.  

   ***********************************

Have we have come a long way, when the gender of the journalist is not really 
important while discussing merit, efficiency, contribution and integrity. Are women  
as equal to the task as men? Read what Shoma Chatterji has to say about some of the 
women who led from the front. That male and female journalists bring something 
different to the reporting table, that they operate differently as reporters, seem to in-
tuitively make sense. However, there is increasing research to show that even when fe-
male reporters enter newsrooms, the content of the news does not necessarily become 
more gender-sensitive, says Prof Janice Neil, who teaches television news and radio 
journalism to students in Toronto. Of course, she has a point. It’s also about having 
diversity in the newsroom in terms of a wider articulation of important issues. 
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How many women make it to the top in a newspaper or magazine? Not many. 
A survey conducted by the Sri Lanka Press Institute has revealed that the odds of 
women reaching the top are extremely slim even today. A retired editor makes a 
pertinent point, that most women take a conscious decision not to progress beyond 
a certain point because they want to make marriage and home-making priority and, 
thus, there are minimal numbers of women at the top. Gülden Türköz-Cosslett, the 
director of Programme Support at UN Women, feels it all has to do with the family, 
where the lack of respect and recognition of women’s human rights begins. She is all 
for education, economic empowerment of women, and adopting a holistic approach. 
But as we all know too well, what is lacking in India is the political will to translate 
this into reality. And that really is a shame. We feature here an interview with Nan-
dita Das, whose “feet-on-the-floor authenticity” has warmed the cockles of many a 
heart. I especially liked the part about her talking about “the ability and freedom to 
make informed choices” and how it is actually an “internal journey”. Many a time, 
what women in rural India achieve stumps us. Kulsoom Rashid reports on how Din-
dori’s (Madhya Pradesh) women have gained social and economic autonomy as well 
as equality. They have made better lives for themselves, gained true freedom and 
shown others the way. 

Somewhere, we’ve forgotten about the HIV/AIDS scourge, or have at least put it 
on the backburner. Perhaps, after anti-retroviral therapy and counseling and various 
AIDS awareness messages having gone around the past few years, people are behav-
ing sensibly especially in matters relating to sex. But a scourge such as AIDS cannot 
disappear altogether. Tinny Dawar and Sarita Anand come up with quite a startling 
report – startling, because it shows how difficult it is for a woman who has contracted 
the disease due to no fault of hers, what goes in her mind, how she must be battling 
nightmares day and night to protect her child who is HIV-positive. It’s again a ques-
tion of gender. The man can do what he wants, but the woman cannot.  

   ***********************************

We remember in this issue Homai Vyarawala, perhaps India’s most illustrious 
photojournalist who died unsung at 98. You can’t blame the present generation for 
not knowing her well enough, but then she will forever remain a star in the firma-
ment. She belonged to a time when photojournalism was unknown and photography 
a male preserve, yet she captured on reel unforgettable moments in India’s history. 
Where was the technology then, where the recorder, where the Canon PowerShot 
and the IXUS? But Vyarawala was made of sterner stuff and Shoma Chatterji tries to 
capsule a great woman’s life story. We remember another photographer, Sunil Janah, 
as well as The Hindu chief sub, A.T.S. Moorthy. In many ways all of them exemplified 
the principles of yore – honesty, straightforwardness and hard work. 

We also remember Tarun Sehrawat, whose tragic death keeps giving goosebumps 
to all those who knew him, and even those who didn’t. There cannot be a greater 
tragedy when you are destined to die at 22, when you’ve hardly seen the world and 
when the world is at your feet. Especially for someone like Tarun who was oozing 
confidence and passion. Journalism would have taken him to great heights no doubt 
but, sadly, that was not to be. His death has, inadvertently, thrown up many ques-
tions, some of which you may find in the articles sent to me by Sakuntala Narasimhan 
and Ranjona Banerjee. I have read Tarujn Tejpal and Shoma Chaudhury’s moving 
pieces about Tarun. In the long-run, however, I hope Tehelka will institute an award 
in the youngster’s memory for courageous reporting. It’s also a wake-up call for news 
publishing organisations and journalists themselves – do your homework well, keep 
passion in balance and don’t flirt with danger. 

Finally, do not miss the lead articles by veterans B.G. Verghese, M.B. Lal and Ra-
machandra Guha. All I can say is, they make for quite a bouquet. 



3C
  

 O
  

N
  

 T
  

 E
  

 N
  

 T
  

 S
 July-September 2012

Independent judiciary, responsible media: The twin pillars of  democracy
B.G. Verghese                   04

Is business more important than people’s trust?: Let’s wake up to the perils of  self-regulation
M.B. Lal                  08

What about focusing on media literacy fi rst?
Ankuran Dutta and Anamika Ray               11

Varieties of  censorship: Do companies hinder free fl ow of  news?
Ramachandra Guha                 14

A strong need for democratising the media
Sakuntala Narasimhan                17

A young reporter’s death should open our eyes
Ranjona Banerji                 19

The Indian middle-class needs to wake up
Pallavi Barua                 21 

Women in the media: A look back at those who led the charge
Shoma A. Chatterj                                                                                                                              22

Why women should matter in news coverage
Pamela Philipose                 25

Where top jobs still elude media women
Vijita Fernando                         27 

‘Economic empowerment will make a difference’
Pamela Philipose                  29

India’s own, who pushed boundaries in many ways
Malvika Kaul                 31

Village women wield tools for equality
Kulsoom Rashid                 33

A tough life for women living with HIV/AIDS
Tinny Dawar and Sarita Anand                     35

View from the Northeast: Yes to energy, but no to dams 
Nava Thakuria                 39

Calcutta – where Hindi journalism took root
Mrinal Chatterjee                         41

A career for those with unadulterated wanderlust
Shruti                         45

Remember the basics in reporting
V. S. Maniam                 47

The conversational style
Nirmaldasan                 49

Remembering Homai Vyarawalla: She worked magic with the camera
Shoma A. Chatterji                 51

Book Review                   57

Other News                         59C
ov

er
 il

lu
st

ra
tio

n:
 A

ru
n 

Ra
m

ku
m

ar



4 July-September 2012VIDURA

INDEPENDENT JUDICIARY, RESPONSIBLE MEDIA

The twin pillars 
of democracy                                    

It is a privilege to speak in remembrance of a great human being. When 
life, liberty and honour are at stake, if we have anything to turn to, 
besides prayer, it is justice. There was such a situation in the dark days 

of the Emergency when democracy was imperilled and freedom lost. 
Censorship had muzzled the media and all creative expression. Media 
builds community and, with that silenced, society seemed atomised and 
men and women feared to talk openly as there were tale-bearers and 
walls had grown ears. Parliament had virtually been set aside and the 
Constitution emasculated. But the idea of justice, one of the elemental 
verities that gives meaning to life, continued to emit a flicker of hope. 

At that grim moment, when madness had seized the powers-that-be, the 
attorney-general hideously argued that even custodial murder would be 
legal under Emergency law.  A learned constitutional bench of otherwise 
eminent judges flinched from differing with that brazen pronouncement. 
But one lone voice spoke up, fearless and firm: that of Justice H.R. 
Khanna. By upholding habeas corpus, he defied dread and dishonour and 
reestablished the supremacy of the rule of law. Justice prevailed.  In paying 
tribute to the judge this evening we remind ourselves that though India 
won Independence in 1947 it won freedom only 30 years later. Among the 
freedom fighters of 1977 was H.R. Khanna. We salute him. 

An independent judiciary is the bulwark of a free society as is an 
independent media. Not without reason is the media designated the Fourth 
Estate, or the fourth branch of government in addition to the legislature, 
executive and judiciary. Edmund Burke had named it the fourth estate 
of the realm, in addition to the clergy, nobility and commoners. This was 
when the press for the first time took its place in the public gallery to 
report the proceedings of parliament. No more was the king imbued with 
the divine right to rule or misrule as he pleased. Both the judiciary and the 
media were now there to render him and all men accountable. 

The press initially largely confined itself to expressing opinions but 
was soon turned to reporting the news, on which opinion was based, in a 
manner that was fair and impartial. Objectivity and background provided 
the essential backdrop. The media has since grown from pamphleteering 
to a huge organised business, whether corporate or privately owned. Yet, 
despite private ownership, it remains in its truest sense a public trust, 
prone to error as all human endeavour will be, but called upon to remain 
above manipulation or selfish motives. Like the judiciary, the media must 
have an ethical basis, exposing the many sides of the truth. Laws are made 
by men but justice is a greater value, based on natural justice or God's 
truth.    

It is no surprise that the Indian Constitution places freedom of expression 
at the head of all fundamental rights.  All human rights, of which freedom 
of expression is one, are inherent in life and co-equal. But in many ways, 
freedom of expression is the mother of all rights as it breathes life and 
gives articulation to all other rights. No wonder that all military coups 

B.G. Verghese   

The writer is a columnist and Fellow, 
Centre for Policy Research, New 

Delhi. Starting his career with The 
Times of India, he became editor of 
the Hindustan Times and the Indian 

Express. He was information advisor 
to the prime minister (1966-69) and a 

recipient of the Magsaysay Award in 
1975. This is a transcript of his H.R. 

Khanna Lecture delivered at the India 
International Centre, New Delhi on 

July 4 this year.
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are invariably accompanied by 
the takeover of the media and 
that censorship was the prime 
engine of the Emergency in India. 
The Gujarat High Court was 
censored when it struck down the 
censorship guidelines in 1976 so 
that none should know that their 
lives continued to be governed by 
a gross illegality. 

At the same time, the content 
and amplitude of ‘freedom of 
speech and expression’ has been 
constantly expanded and protected 
by the Supreme Court. Thus, the 
phrase has been interpreted to 
include freedom of the press and 
broadcasting and of all forms of 
creative expression. The celebrated 
1995 Airwaves Judgement 
liberated Indian broadcasting 
from an absolute state monopoly 
through total control of the electro-
magnetic spectrum. It marked the 
beginning of private broadcasting 
in the country. The proximate 
cause of the suit was a ban on the 
up-linking of a cricket match from 
a foreign venue thus denying the 
Indian pubic the right to watch the 
game. This was seen to curb their 
freedom of expression. Mundane 
though this might appear, it gave 
substance to the concept of the 
people's right to know and to make 
their ideas and expressions known 
to others. 

The media in turn has helped 
promote legal awareness and 
published the verdicts of courts that 
have in so many ways expanded 
people's rights and protected their 
interests, livelihoods, privacy, 
dignity and good name. Until the 
1980s, however, a person could 
only approach the court if he or 
she had locus standi, which implied 
being directly affected. Again, 
verdicts gave relief only to the 
plaintiff, none else. This underwent 
change with the introduction of 
Public Interest Litigation, (PIL) 
when locus standi was extended 
to public interest and rulings had 
the effect of class action. Thus, if a 
poor tribal or dalit in some remote 
region was denied his rights or 

subject to an atrocity, any and 
every citizen acquired the right 
to move the court in the public 
interest. And if a single tribal or 
dalit victim was given relief then 
that same relief would apply to 
all tribals and all dalits through 
the doctrine of class action.  The 
media not merely spread the word 
but, by publicising  wrongs and 
atrocities, enabled the court suo 
motu to take cognisance of such 
matters. The media gave justice a 
million eyes and ears. 

The courts and the media 
have therefore worked hand 
in hand in expanding both 
justice and freedom. However, 
this relationship has not been 
entirely without strain. Trial by 
the media has become a menace 
in certain instances, vitiating 
and pre-empting due process. 
Obiter dicta and other passing 
observations by their Lordships 
have sometimes been reported as 
judicial pronouncements, causing 
needless apprehension and 
misunderstanding.  Over-sensitive 
courts too have on occasion used 
the power of contempt to ward 
off legitimate scrutiny of the 
judicial process. These, however, 
are exceptions or aberrations and 
not the rule. The judiciary too 
faces problems of accountability, 
backlogs and overreach. The 
judgement setting out the doctrine 
of an ‘unamendable’ basic 
structure of the Constitution was 
an outcome of the Emergency. 

Prolixity has been a problem 
that has sometimes obscured 
the law in avoidable verbiage, 
leading to more litigation. Taking 
far too many cases on board only 
to dismiss the trivial has been 
a factor, along with allowing 
interminable arguments and 
adjournments, in delaying justice. 
Executive infirmity has sometimes 
encouraged judicial activism 
which, though often welcome, can 
upset the delicate constitutional 
balance. The court's intervention 
in inter-state river water disputes, 
setting aside the verdict of 

tribunals - which can by legislation 
be constitutionally placed beyond 
judicial review, but has not been 
given such legislative protection 
- has opened up a can of worms. 
A supreme example of excessive 
judicial zeal was manifest in the 
direction given for executive 
action and periodic reporting of 
progress to the Supreme Court in 
the matter of inter-linking of rivers 
in 2002 and again more recently.  
These rulings call for judicial 
introspection. But, everything said, 
the judiciary has been a sturdy 
shield and democratic bulwark.    

The media scene has been 
transformed over the past few 
decades. The chip, computer, 
satellite and other technological 
innovations have led to a 
communications revolution and 
created an instant world. Events 
can now be portrayed in real time 
and morphed to create virtual 
reality. This has caused the Fourth 
Estate in some ways to become 
the First Estate, with governments 
and citizens, like courts, reacting 
to the first information reports 
filed by the media. These are often 
incomplete, perhaps garbled on 
account of immediacy or even 
doctored, lacking ‘mediation’ 
or context because of cut-throat 
competition to win ratings and 
resultant advertising. But distortion 
by design is not unknown with 
intent to mislead and influence 
hearts and minds through the 
power of disinformation as much 
as of information. 

The nature of the media too has 
undergone change. 24x7 channels 
tend to be shallow and repetitive 
and demand instant commentary. 
Hence trivia and sensation boiled 
down to catchy sound-bytes are 
favoured and the old tabloid 
maxim of publish and be damned 
is once again in vogue.  Debate 
and reflection are therefore often 
prone to start on a false note and 
by the time the fuller facts, context 
and background are out, events 
will have moved on to some new 
‘breaking news’, leaving behind a 
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trail of possible misinformation, 
prejudice and damaged 
reputations.   

This is not the norm but 
represents the ugly side of 
irresponsible journalism that has 
sadly been on the rise in India. 
Since the 24x7 channels and, now, 
the new social media steal the 
headlines, the print media too has 
often been reduced to practising 
sound-byte journalism - short, 
snappy, opinionated takes and 
headlines calculated more to grab 
attention than inform the reader. 
This unfortunate trend has been 
reinforced by the high costs of 
modern media calling for sustained 
advertising underpinned by ever 
higher ratings. This has sometimes 

transformed the journalists' 
calling from mission to commerce. 
Managers have seized power from 
editors and in extreme cases the 
very post of the editor has been 
abolished. Analysis, issues of deep 
social concern and culture often 
receive short shrift while cricket, 
Bollywood, crime and political 
trivia have come to the fore. 
Gatekeepers, as they were once 
called, have been overwhelmed by 
gatecrashers. 

This picture must not be 
overdrawn as there are proud 
exceptions and much excellent 
reportage and comment. But, as in 
Gresham's Law, where bad money 
drives out good, insinuation often 
crowds out fact and trivia prevails 

over mature commentary. Ethics 
and the element of acting as 
public trustees of information 
have receded from the minds of 
all too many publishers. The profit 
motive prevails.

Advertisers, even those 
supposedly imbued with high 
corporate social responsibility, are 
not altruistic. They seek favourable 
more than honest coverage and 
have been known to be vindictive 
when their interests are hurt. 
That the media is cultivated 
by and cosies up to powerful 
politicians and corporate houses 
is well known. The Radia tapes 
in India and the on-going News 
of the World scandal in the UK are 
contemporary examples. New 
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devices to mint money have come 
to the fore in recent times – some of 
these, alas, pioneered by leading, 
well-off  media houses that had 
no reason to lower the bar.  Paid 
news , advertorials, and ‘private 
treaties’, by which company 
shares are sold against rosy future 
advertising – an underhand way of 
playing the market – have become 
commonplace, with electoral 
candidates being sold varied 
‘packages’ for positive coverage for 
themselves and negative coverage 
of their  opponents. Sadly, in these 
matt ers conscientious editors 
and reporters have to face up to 
unscrupulous proprietors focussed 
on the bott om line as even the Press 
Council discovered last year.   

The Government too is culpable. 
The extraordinary debility of 
India's offi  cial communication 
policy, aft er adopting Satyameve 
Jayate as the national mott o, defi es 
explanation. Offi  cial classifi cation 
and cartographic policy are 
abominations that have greatly 
harmed the national interest. 
The culture of ‘offi  cial secrecy’ 
still prevails though the Right 
to Information has now brought 
sunshine into the dark interstices 
of public information. This has 
worked wonders in ferreting out 
information, with whistle-blower 
protection. It has empowered the 
citizen and rendered the state and 
its agents accountable. India has 
moved from a culture of silence 
and resigned fatalism to one of 
protest and legal recourse. 

This has brought revolutionary 
change. Yet things can go too far. 
Delicate and complex issues of 
governance cannot be carried out 
in the marketplace with every 
man and women on the street 
wanting to play the lion too. Lines 
must be drawn. Article 19(2) 
prescribes reasonable restrictions. 
These limits may be questioned 
but cannot be overthrown in 
a democracy without inviting 
anarchy and chaos.  Consultation 
must be genuine but bounded by 
considerations of time and cost so 

that decisions can be taken and the 
opportunity cost of delay avoided. 
Motivated leaks and plants cannot 
be allowed to drive public policy.     

These are some of the many 
questions that confront India 
today as it ponders the role and 
responsibility of the media and 
the law. Given these trends, the 
judiciary, government and even 
society have begun to call for 
regulation of the media. This 
may not be the occasion to dilate 
on restoring the centrality of 
the editor as the guardian of 
the media' trusteeship role, or 
measures to prevent cross-media 
concentration, or the contours 
of media regulatory bodies 
like broadcast complaints 
commissions, or legal restraints. 
Self-regulation is important and 
can be useful as the example of the 
Independent Broadcast Regulatory 
Authority, over which Justice J.S. 
Verma presides, well illustrates. 
But statutory regulation cannot 
be excluded, with the courts and 
legal community assisting in 
helping get the balance right.  As 
in all things, balance is critical.

Perhaps what one needs, 
as India's media stands at the 
crossroads of a new societal and 

communications era, is a high-
powered, non-governmental 
Blue Ribband Communications 
Commission consisting of some 
of the nation's best and brightest 
minds to look at the future of 
India's rapidly evolving social 
dynamics and set the framework 
of a new information order for the 
country over the next 30-40 years as 
it moves from its present condition 
to become a predominantly urban, 
egalitarian, middle-income society 
and an emerging world power. 
The Hutchins Commission did 
this for the United States just 
aft er the Second World War and 
insisted that the "low-journalism" 
of the day give way to the social 
responsibility of the media in 
a democracy.  UNESCO did so 
again globally in the late 1970s in 
its report Many Voices, One World 
that dealt primarily with so-called 
North-South problems.

Communication, as much as 
Justice, will forever remain central 
to freedom, governance, culture 
and community. Both must march 
together to make a bett er India.  
As it is writt en in the Bible and 
in other great religious texts: "Ye 
shall know the Truth, And the 
Truth shall make thee Free". 

                                                                                                                  
Attention: PRINT MEDIA Journalists

The Press Institute of India (PII) and the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC), New Delhi   are organising a competition for the 
best-published articles on the theme: Reporting on the fate of victims of 
armed violence – Humanitarian stories 

If you think you have written and published an interesting article on 
humanitarian issues linked to a situation of armed violence, please email 
a copy of complete details at murali@pressinstitute.in or post to Press 
Institute of India, RIND Premises, Second Main Road, Taramani CPT 
Campus, Chennai 600 113. Rules:

Entries should be sent before 15th August 2012 and the results will be 
announced in late October 2012; the article should have been published 
in an Indian national or regional newspaper or magazine between April 
2011 to April 2012 in any Indian language or in English; the participating 
candidate will have to produce the proof of his or her article published in 
the respective newspaper or magazine; the exact English translation of an 
article in Indian language should be provided otherwise the entry will be 
rejected; and only one entry per journalist is permitted.
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M.B. Lal

IS BUSINESS MORE IMPORTANT THAN PEOPLE’S TRUST? 

Let’s wake up to the 
perils of self-regulation

The demand is growing for restrictions to be placed on the 
media by a regulatory body to rescue it from its excessive 
trivialisation, obsenity and commercialisation. Justice Katju, 
B.G. Verghese and many others have expressed their disgust 
at the puerile content of the newspapers, magazines and TV 
shows that is served to the public. The media moguls, on 
the other hand, have hit back with their swan song that any 
restriction on their activities would end the freedom of the 
press guaranteed in the Constitution. They have suggested 
“self-regulation”   by the media itself as a via media. But there 
is a snag here 

In 1967, Andrew Yule and Company, British owners of The Statesman, 
decided to hand over the newspaper to a consortium of Indian 
companies headed by the Tatas who took 13 per cent shares in the new 

firm. Under the terms of the transfer were created a Board of Directors, 
headed by N.A. Palkhiwala and a Board of Trustees, chaired by M.C 
Setalvad. The trustees were to guard the editorial independence of the 
paper. Both men were leading jurists of international repute. C.R Irani was 
appointed the managing director and Pran Chopra the editor. 

Within less than a year, the Government of India under Indira Gandhi 
dismissed the Communist Ministry in West Bengal. Chopra wrote an 
editorial attacking Indira Gandhi's decision as an encroachment on the 
federal rights of the states. Irani thought otherwise. He also perhaps 
thought that on such crucial issues, the MD should also be consulted. 
The matter went to the trustees who upheld the editor. This provoked 
the board of directors to   abolish and dismiss the board of trustees and 
remove the editor.  The drastic action of the directors sent shock waves 
throughout The Statesman and the media in general.

The Statesman developments attracted the attention of the world press. 
Besides being a full-time special correspondent of the paper, I was also 
correspondent of The Times, London. Its Delhi Bureau chief being away, 
its foreign news editor asked me to file a detailed story on the episode 
and keep a close watch on it.  However, Chopra advised me in my own 
interest to stay away from the story to avoid possible victimisation by the 
new management if I wrote any thing against it. I solved the dilemma by 
walking into the office of Reuters in Delhi and told its chief, an Englishman, 
that The Times wanted the story. He was only too glad to oblige. I advised 
the foreign news editor to take the report from Reuters instead. 

The epilogue to the whole drama came when in June 1975 Indira Gandhi 
declared the Emergency and imposed censorship on the press. Irani was 
a brave man. He took a bold stand against it. The owners of The Statesman 
who included big names such as the Tatas and Mafatlals developed cold 
feet and dissociated themselves from the paper by proxy sales of their 

The writer, after an M.A in English 
from Allahabad University in 1951, 

joined the Nagpur Times as staff 
reporter the following year. In 1955, 
he moved to The Tribune as special 

staff reporter. In 1957, he joined 
The Statesman where he would 

spend 31 years, serving the paper as 
staff reporter, special correspondent, 

chief-of-bureau, development 
correspondent and assistant editor. 
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The Statesman.
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shares to senior members of the 
staff. Had the trustees remained 
in place they would have acted as 
a buffer between the government 
and the owners and the latter 
would not have had to wash their 
hands off from the prestigious 
daily.

I have dwelt at length on the 
event, now little remembered, 
because I would like media 
authorities to consider the 
introduction of a board of trustees 
as a method of self-regulation of 
both print and electronic media, 
to be appointed by the owners 
themselves   to guard the editorial 
independence and integrity of the 
paper or channel. Demanding the 
creation of a regulatory authority 
over the media, Justice Markandey 
Katju has made a very valuable 
contribution to the current debate 
on the role of media in our 
everyday life, by suggesting that 
it should be an “agent of change” 
to take India from the feudal to 
the industrial culture as the press 
had done in Europe since the 
eighteenth century In those days 
in Europe, writing was a mission, 
not a profession. 

We have seen similar 
transformation in our own 
country in the past hundred years 
or so. The early 20th century 
in India saw the emergence of a 
defiant press, defiant not only of 
foreign rule, but of social customs 
such as sati, dowry, untouchability 
and a host of superstitions. Printed 
on a small machine, Gandhiji’s 
Harijan brought about a social 
revolution in people’s minds. 
Two Parsi writers, R.K. Karanjia 
and D.F. Karaka, launched two 
rival papers, Blitz and Current, 
in Bombay during the war years. 
They put in very little resources and 
for their staff it was more a labour 
of love than the money it brought 
them. To Blitz goes the distinction 
of producing a great columnist in 
Khwaja Ahmad Abbas. His Last 
Page every week was a real treat 
as well as a bombshell.

Likewise, magazines sprang 
up in different languages all over 
the country. Caravan, Sarita, Maya 
and Manohar Kahaniya and Kalyan 
(which rose to be the largest 
circulated paper in India in 
1950), were all started by small 
men with little means. But all 

the papers had a tremendous 
impact on the minds of men. The 
Tribune in Lahore, Hitavada and 
Nagpur Times in Nagpur, National 
Herald in Lucknow and The Leader 
in Allahabad were by and large 
one-man shows, which had great 
impact in their respective areas. 
Their  editors made a name in 
Indian history for their forceful 
writing. The editorials of Kalidas 
Ray in the Tribune, Chalapati 
Rao in National Herald and C.Y. 
Chintamnai in The Leader of 
Allahabad and the satires of late 
Shankar in Shankar’s Weekly still 
ring true in the ears of old timers. 
What they wrote was not just for 
the day of publication but for all 
times. Similar papers, largely 
one-man shows, sprang up in 
English and regional languages 
all over the country. Bengal 
and the Madras and Bombay 
Presidencies were swarming 
with such publications, which 
transformed the minds of men 
and ushered India into the modern 
would. The role of the press 
in India in the late 19th and first 
half of the 20th century deserves 
to be written in letters of gold. 

 Often driven by his mission, the 
editor was his own proof reader 
and distributor. The small papers 
starting from a circulation of a few 
hundred and going up to a few 
thousand, changed the thinking 
of men and women in a quiet 
manner. You would find a postal 
subscriber of an apparently non-
descript newspaper or magazine 
in a remote village or small town. 
He would stick to it like the Bible 
and narrate its contents to his 
companions. Besides giving the 
news of the day, the publications 
carried articles on social customs 
and attitudes, health tips and 
general knowledge. One genre 
that was a very popular agent of 
social change was the short story 
which has virtually become extinct 
worldwide in today’s print media.

I can state all this with 
confidence because in 1948 as an 
undergraduate in the Allahabad 
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University  I launched a magazine 
called AU Weekly, an eight-page 
half-tabloid, financed it with 
ads from local shopkeepers and 
staffed it with a team of about 
a dozen hostel correspondents, 
photographers and deputy 
editors, all working for free. It 
was distributed free in all the 
nearly 1500 hostel rooms in 
the university which had 2500 
students.  After it had run for two 
years, the editor of the annual 
university magazine, a professor 
of English, started funding it from 
his allocations and I stopped going 
to the market for ads. Today, such 
one-man media ventures, without 
funding  from any source, would 
be impossible.  The experience 
convinced me that the small man 
could have his voice heard only 
through small papers serving 
small areas. It has a ripple effect 
which travels far and wide. It 
gives the common man a chance to 
spread his special skills and ideas 
among like-minded people in his 
neighborhood.  In the interest 
of democracy, the government 
should do all it can to encourage 
such ventures.

By contrast, we are now in an era 
of gigantism. All over the media 
world the big fish is swallowing 
the small. Once such a great 
force in that country’s life, county 
newspapers in America have all 
but disappeared. In India, the 
English press is a monopoly of a 
few newspapers with a readership 
of several hundred thousand each. 
The fate of the language press is 
similar. Modern technology has 
made it possible to compose and 
edit a large newspaper in a small 
office and print it simultaneously 
from a dozen or more locations. 
Powerful marketing techniques 
are employed to capture the local 
market. Colourful supplements 
with titillating pictures, 
sensationalising the personal 
lives of Bollywood and TV 
stars, politicians and cricketers 
constitute more than half the 

fare served to the reader. At least 
70 per cent of the rest consists of 
advertisements.

Simultaneously, as they grow 
big, newspaper owners have 
diversified to other industries. One 
of the most powerful newspaper 
proprietors of Madhya Pradesh 
has launched big power projects of 
several hundred megawatts. They 
use the leverage of their media 
empire to curry favours with the 
political masters of the day. In such 
an environment of give and take 
between media barons and the 
government, the biggest casualty 
is public interest. The measures 
suggested by Justice Katju and 
others will at best curb obscenity 
in the media to some extent. But 
what about things that the media 
simply refuses to publicise. For 
instance, I have written to all 
the major English newspapers 
in Delhi pointing out that land 
prices in Delhi have shot up by 
100000 to 300000 times in the last 
60 years,  throwing the  middle-
class into the slums and the slum 
dweller on to the streets. Except 
The Hindu, no newspaper has 
published my letter. There is no 
question of any major newspaper 
doing a story of its own on the 
way black money is pouring into 
the property market, making life 
miserable for the common man. 
The reasons for the media looking 
the other way over this racket are 
obvious. Property developers are 
the biggest advertisers. Besides, 
owners of newspapers themselves 
find the value of their own property 
rising sky high, giving them more 
profit than their newspapers.

Likewise, no newspaper seems 
willing to publish the fact that the 
Minimum Wages Act is a non-starter. 
None of the state governments 
is interested in implementing it. 
One can go on in this vein, reeling 
off a long list of issues of public 
interest in which the media is just 
not interested. While the outside 
world, including several Nobel 
laureates in economics, is raising 

alarm on the growing inequality 
everywhere, more so in India, 
you will rarely find a line about 
it in the leading English dailies 
in this country. By and large, the 
influential part of the Indian Press 
has the image of being anti-poor, 
anti-working class and ant-farmer. 
This should change. The trustees 
suggested by me should have at 
least one representative of the 
working class belonging to the 
lower castes (for in India class and 
caste are inextricably inter-mixed) 
or the  minorities.

These are not ideological 
issues but developments that no 
civilized society can tolerate. The 
USA, the citadel of our globalised 
capitalist society, has to its credit 
a record number of convictions 
of VIPs caught committing the 
slightest economic offence or 
misdemeanour. The media in 
Europe and America is conscious 
that democracy cannot succeed 
anywhere unless the common 
man’s vital interests are protected. 
This consciousness is missing 
completely in the Indian media. It 
is in this context that I would like to 
suggest that each major newspaper 
or TV group should appoint its 
own board of trustees consisting 
of eminent intellectuals. The board 
should observe transparency and 
see whether matters of public 
interest which affect the every day 
life of the common man are really 
finding adequate exposure in its 
publications or TV channels. Like 
water and electric supply, media is 
a utility, not just a business, though 
it must make profit to survive and 
retain its independence. People’s 
faith and trust are its biggest 
assets.
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What about focusing 
on media literacy first?

Justice delayed is justice denied. So, is it actually providing 
media scope to get involved in various issues? Media should 
work for people by being impartial and independent but in 
the age of private news channels, it appears media activism 
comes alive only where there is fashion, high society, crime and 
political influence. However, there is no doubt that the media 
is a powerful opinion maker and has the power to bring about 
social and political change. Rather than dwell endlessly on 
self-regulation, more attention must be paid to media literacy 

According to the PRS Legislative Research Report, as on 30th  
September 2010, a total of 2.8 crore cases were pending in subordinate 
courts and 42 lakh cases in high courts in India.  About nine per cent 

of the cases has been pending for more than 10 years and 24 per cent for 
more than five years. Over the past 10 years, delay has increased by 148 
per cent in the Supreme Court, 53 per cent in high courts and 36 per cent in 
subordinate courts.  The Union Law minister, replying to a question in the 
Lok Sabha, spoke about the reasons for the increase: increase in institution 
of fresh cases; inadequate number of judges and vacancies; inadequate 
physical infrastructure and staff; and frequent adjournments. In June 2009, 
there were 3.8 lakh prisoners in Indian jails.  Of them, 2.6 lakh were under 
trial. Several inmates had been in jail for many years, largely due to the 
delay in the justice delivery system. Reason perhaps why the media takes 
up only a few cases to investigate the truth.         

There are several instances where the media ‘conducted’ the trial of the 
accused and passed its ‘verdict’ before the court had issued its judgment 
– cases such as  those relating to Priyadarshini Mattoo, Nitish Katara, 
Bijal Joshi, Jessica Lal, Ruchika Girhotra, Hetal Parek and Arushi Talwar 
are examples. Of course, the truth came into public focus only thanks to 
the media. However, in the Parliament attack case, Afzal’s co-defendant 
S.A.R. Geelani was initially sentenced to death for his alleged involvement 
despite an overwhelming lack of evidence. Large sections of the Indian 
media portrayed him as a dangerous and trained terrorist. When the case 
was heard on appeal, the Delhi High Court overturned Geelani’s conviction 
and described the prosecution’s case as “at best, absurd and tragic”. 

In the Manu Sharma case (in 1999, Sharma was convicted for the murder 
of Jessica Lal who had declined to serve him a drink after the bar had 
closed in Delhi), the NDTV channel received thousands of text messages 
urging that immediate action be taken against Sharma and the other 
accused. People were losing faith in the Indian judiciary and the media 
had thrown light on the very aspect. Various support groups were formed 
to support the cause of ‘miscarriage of justice’, as termed by the media. A 
sting operation revealing that the witnesses were bribed to stay mum about 
the truth in court was organised by Tehelka and was aired by news channel 
STAR News. A poll by the Hindustan Times showed that people’s faith in the 
judiciary touched only the 2.7-mark, on a 1-10 scale.
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Noted the Supreme Court 
bench: “Certain articles and 
news items appearing in the 
newspapers immediately after 
the date of occurrence did cause 
certain confusion in the mind of 
the public as to the description and 
number of the actual assailants/
suspects. It is unfortunate that 
trial by the media did, though to 
a very limited extent, affect the 
accused, but [was] not tantamount 
to a prejudice which should weigh 
with the court in taking any 
different view.” The Jessica Lal 
case showed how the media, warts 
and all, as well as public-spirited 
citizens alert judicial authorities 
could work together to keep at 
least a few influential criminals 
at bay. In the case of both Lal and 

Mattoo, investigative journalism 
came to the fore. 

Trial by the media has been 
widely condemned by the judicial 
fraternity in India on the ground 
that judges are affected by such 
treatment. On November 3, 2006, 
former Chief Justice of India 
Y.K. Sabharwal said: “…if this 
continues, there can't be any 
conviction. Judges are confused 
because the media has already 
given a verdict.” The Voice of Asia 
Pacific Human Right Network 
shared its views based on the 
Indian Law Commission’s recent 
report, Trial by Media: Free Speech 
vs Fair Trial, which has made 
recommendations to address the 
damaging effect of sensational 
news reports on the administration 

of justice. While the report is yet 
to be made public, news reports 
indicate that the Commission 
has recommended prohibiting 
publication of anything that is 
prejudicial towards the accused 
— a restriction that shall operate 
from the time of arrest. It also 
reportedly recommends that the 
high court be empowered to direct 
postponement of publication or 
telecast in criminal cases. The 
commission is reported to have 
stated: “Today there is feeling that 
in view of the extensive use of 
the television and cable services, 
the whole pattern of publication 
of news has changed and several 
such publications are likely to 
have a prejudicial impact on the 
suspects, accused, witnesses and 
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even judges and in general on the 
administration of justice.” 

Article 19(1) (a) of the 
Constitution of India guarantees 
the Fundamental Right to Freedom 
of Speech and Expression. In 
accordance with Article 19(2), the 
right can be restricted by law only 
in the “interests of the sovereignty 
and integrity of India, the security 
of the state, friendly relations 
with foreign states, public order, 
decency or morality or in relation 
to contempt of court, defamation 
or incitement to an offence.” While 
freedom of expression remains an 
important facilitator for widespread 
engagement within a democratic 
society, it must be balanced against 
the right to a fair trial and the right 
to privacy.  Thanks to the electronic 
media, suspects, victims, and even 
witnesses sometimes face the brunt 
when there is extensive publicity 
and invasion of privacy.  

The Press Council of India does 
not have the power to punish 
anyone. So, it’s not surprising that 
its guidelines are not followed 
effectively. In April 2008, the 
Information & Broadcasting 
Ministry brought a proposal for 
an electronic media monitoring 

centre to oversee the content of all 
TV channels and radio stations. 
Private channels were unhappy, 
fearing censorship. The News 
Broadcasters Association of India 
came out with a code of conduct 
for broadcasters, stressing that no 
crime, violence or intimidation 
should be glorified. On 22 August 
2008, the NBA announced the 
constitution and establishment of 
the News Broadcasting Standards 
(Disputes Redressal) Authority 
to enforce its code of ethics and 
broadcasting standards. It became 
operational from October 2 the 
same year.

 Now, there is a lot of talk about 
self-regulation. The Broadcasting 
Content Complaint Council is an 
independent body set up by the 
Indian Broadcasting Foundation. 
The 13-member body consists of a 
chairperson who is a retired judge 
of the Supreme Court or high court 
and 12 other members. BCCC 
examines complaints received 
about television programmes and 
tries to ensure that programmes 
are in conformity with the Self 
Regulatory Content Guidelines, 
which relate to a host of issues 
including national interest, 

racial and religious harmony, 
children, social values, kissing, 
sex, nudity, violence and crime, 
gambling, horror and the occult, 
drugs, smoking, tobacco, solvents 
and alcohol, libel, slander and 
defamation, and harm and 
offence. If a channel is found to 
be telecasting objectionable or 
unauthorised content or message, 
or such telecast is likely to create a 
law and order problem, BCCC can 
pass an interim order directing 
immediate withholding of the 
offending telecast and direct the 
channel to send its justification 
within 24 hours to enable issue 
of a final order. If the channel 
defies the order, the matter can be 
referred to I&B Ministry. 

Rather than debate endlessly 
on media regulation, it is 
perhaps better to focus hard on 
media literacy, within the media 
fraternity and outside. Backed by 
an improvement in the quality of 
education, including journalism 
education, self-regulatory can be 
an internal mechanism even as the 
media explores new and sensible 
forms of investigative journalism.   

The World Association of Newspapers and News Publishers (WAN-IFRA) and the World Editors Forum 
have called for greater support for press freedom in Ukraine amid concerns about the state of democracy in the 
country. In a letter to WAN-IFRA members, President Jacob Mathew called on the international media community 
to show its solidarity with the independent press in Ukraine at WAN-IFRA’s World Newspaper Congress, World 
Editors Forum and Info Services Expo 2012, to be held in Kiev from 2 to 5 September. With some European 
leaders intending to boycott the Euro football championship matches in Ukraine this summer, WAN-IFRA has 
been asked whether it is appropriate to bring its annual meetings to Kiev. 

“We are going to Kiev to stand in solidarity with the local independent press, which struggles daily under 
great pressure, often in isolation,” Mathew said. “By holding our events in Kiev, we will provide them with an 
opportunity to share their experiences with the international newspaper community, allow them to benefit from 
international best practices, provide training opportunities, and offer moral support,” he said, noting the events 
were hosted by the two major Ukrainian newspaper associations, the Ukrainian Association of Press Publishers 
and the Independent Regional Press Publishers of Ukraine. “For these reasons and more, I would like to invite you 
to join us in Kiev, not only to benefit from the presentations, networking and discussions, but to add your voice to 
those upholding media freedom in the country,” the letter said.

Why WAN-IFRA is going to Kiev

<
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VARIETIES OF CENSORSHIP 

Do companies hinder 
free flow of news?

In about the year 1985, I was having dinner with two friends in the 
Chung Wah restaurant, off Chittaranjan Avenue in central Calcutta. 
We had been undergraduates together in Delhi in the 1970s; now, a 

decade later, we were in our first jobs, I as an academic, the other two as 
journalists. We spoke, among other things, of our current projects. One of 
the journalists said he was working on a story about chemical pollution, 
caused by a plant owned by a large industrial house outside the city. The 
other journalist wondered if that was a good idea. Remember, he told his 
colleague, that your magazine and my newspaper both depend on ad-
vertisements from companies such as the one you propose to investigate. 
Why then cause offence to them and/or embarrassment to your editor?

I remembered that conversation when reading a recent cover story 
in a Delhi newsmagazine about threats to press freedom. The cover an-
nounced that the media were under attack from all corners, the onslaught 
recalling the dark days of the Emergency of 1975-77. The hyperbole was 
characteristic; too many people now see in any arbitrary act of the Indian 
State echoes of the notorious Emergency. The main story in the magazine 
looked critically at a bill sought to be introduced in the Lok Sabha by the 
Congress MP, Meenakshi Natarajan, which, if passed, would have given 
the state sweeping powers to ban coverage of national or international 
events, to levy massive fines on newspapers who violated the ban, and 
even to withdraw their licenses. Other attempts to gag social media were 
also itemised and deplored.

The Indian State does indeed inhibit the free flow of news in very many 
ways. Archaic, colonial-era laws permit it to ban books, magazines, and 
even maps that offend one or other state functionary. The state’s para-
noid attitude in these matters is also reflected in the ban on private radio 
stations carrying news bulletins. Community radio, a participatory and 
emancipatory medium that has deeply enriched democratic functioning 
in many countries (including Nepal) is made unfeasible in India, because 
the law does not permit, say, a radio station run by a village panchayat in 
Jharkhand commenting on corruption in the National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Programme. 

The state regulates and curbs the media in more specific ways as well. 
Mamata Banerjee is not the first, nor shall she be the last, chief minister to 
stop giving government advertisements to newspapers that may, for en-
tirely sound reasons, have been critical of particular policies of her govern-
ment. Individual ministers in both the states and in the Centre are known 
to have instructed their department to favour, in the matter of government 
ads, certain newspapers rather than others. Some have gone further, send-
ing party goons to physically harm reporters who dared write less than 
flattering reports about their department or their government.

State interference in the media is often arbitrary and sometimes exces-
sive. The cover story in the newsmagazine was therefore welcome, but I 
was struck by the fact that in seven or eight closely printed pages, there 
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was only one short paragraph 
dealing with what, in the India 
of today, may be as important a 
threat to press freedom as state 
intimidation — namely, the distor-
tions in the free flow of informa-
tion imposed by large and pow-
erful corporations. Consider, for 
instance, the phenomenon of ‘paid 
news’, whereby periodicals repro-
duce PR handouts from companies 
extolling their achievements as if 
they were neutrally reporting the 
‘news’. Some papers have gone so 
far as to sign private treaties with 
companies, getting a share of their 
stock in exchange for favourable 
coverage on the news pages. 

Paid news is a direct, even bra-
zen, form of media corruption; but 
private firms also distort the news 
in more subtle, understated, ways. 
Back in the 1980s, following popu-
lar movements such as the Chipko 
and Narmada Bachao Andolan, 
there was a wave of media cover-
age of environmental issues. Out-
standing reporters such as Anil 
Agarwal, Kalpana Sharma, Usha 
Rai, Darrly D’ Monte and others 
wrote fine reports and essays on 
the social and economic impacts of 
deforestation, soil erosion, air and 
water pollution, and the like. In 
the 1990s, however, when liberali-
sation became all the rage, several 
newspapers cut back on their envi-
ronmental coverage, very likely as 
a result of pressure from advertis-
ers. One Delhi newspaper, known 
in the 1970s and 1980s for the qual-
ity of its grassroots reporting and 
for its independent views, became 
an unofficial spokesman for the 
Confederation of Indian Industry. 
Other newspapers laid off their en-
vironmental reporters or sent them 
to cover the stock market instead.

Like ministers, corporations also 
withdraw advertisements from 
newspapers or channels that have 
run stories critical of them. How-
ever, they do so without issuing 
loud threats. The withdrawal may 
sometimes be followed by a quiet 
phone call to the editor or propri-

etor, who — in more cases than we 
should be happy to acknowledge 
— sues for peace, by chastising the 
offending reporter and/or promis-
ing not to transgress in that direc-
tion again. In the India of Jawaha-
rlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi, the 
press may have been excessively 
hostile to big (and small) business. 
Entrepreneurs were then seen as 
greedy, grasping creatures, who 
contaminated the dream of a so-
cialistic India. Now the pendulum 
has swung to the other extreme. 
There is, in the English-language 
media at any rate, a reverential, al-
most worshipful, attitude towards 
private entrepreneurs, the wor-
ship increasing proportionately to 
the subject’s wealth. 

Striking in this respect is the 
very different attitude of televi-
sion anchors to politicians and 
businessmen. Cabinet ministers 
and major Opposition figures are 
sharply, sometimes savagely, in-
terrogated — as they should be. 
On the other hand, those who 
own or run large corporations are 
never asked tough questions. ‘Su-
nilji’, the anchor purrs, sweetly, 

the manner of address making it 
manifest that this ‘interview’ is 
nothing more, or less, than an ex-
tended exercise in ego massage.

An illustration from personal 
experience may serve to show 
how deferential towards big busi-
ness sections of the English me-
dia have become. I was out of the 
country from January to March 
this year, in which time I logged 
on to Google News every morning 
to keep abreast of what was hap-
pening back home. But it was only 
when I returned that I discovered 
that the company run by India’s 
richest man had, when I was away, 
bought a large stake in an influen-
tial media house. One would have 
thought that there would have 
been some serious scrutiny about 
what this meant for the indepen-
dence and integrity of the press. 
If there was, it seems to have es-
caped me. My cynicism was deep-
ened when, in the time since I have 
been back, several magazines have 
run sycophantic stories about the 
wife of India’s richest man (now 
also India’s newest media mag-
nate), depicting her as a paragon 
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of beauty, compassion, and wis-
dom, as (so to say) combining the 
best qualities of Mother Teresa, 
Amartya Sen, and Princess Diana. 
Ironically, one of these puff pieces 
was carried in the very issue of the 
Delhi periodical that compared 
Meenakshi Natarajan’s bill to the 
actions of V.C. Shukla and Sanjay 
Gandhi during the Emergency.

To be sure, there remain some 
independent voices in the media, 
journalists and columnists and 
editors who do not, in the search 
for truth, brook interference either 

from the state or from private in-
dustrialists. The journalist friend 
who, back in 1985, wished to write 
about chemical pollution still la-
bours away, honourably. Thirty-
five years in the profession have 
not dimmed his passion nor sul-
lied his integrity. Among his recent 
pieces of work are a report to the 
Press Council on paid news, and a 
film on the mining mafia in Karna-
taka.

What, however, of the other 
journalist at that Chung Wah lun-
cheon table, who suggested that 

advertisers should have a say in 
which stories could or could not 
be printed? That preternaturally 
prudent young man is now, in 
middle age, a Rajya Sabha MP of 
the Bharatiya Janata Party.

Guwahati Press Club to get new home 
Assam chief minister Tarun Gogoi recently assured media 

persons of basic minimum facilities recommended by labour 
laws and statutory wage boards in India. He was talking 
as the ‘guest of the month’ at the Guwahati Press Club. The 
three-time chief minister of Assam promised the club a plot 
of land in the heart of the city. A PowerPoint presentation 
was made, which showed the proposed club building and 
its spacious campus. Once ready, the press complex is 
likely to be a city landmark. It will comprise a conference 
hall, a media centre, guest houses, and also state-of-the-art 
communication facilities. 

The building is being planned and designed keeping in 
mind the environment concepts such as the use of ‘green’ 
construction material, energy-efficient equipment, and 
natural light, air and solar energy. Attention is also being 
paid to providing proper drainage and garbage-disposal 

as well as rain water harvesting facilities. According 
to the engineer, J.N. Khataniar, who prepared the 
design, the building with a steel-frame structure will 
be earthquake-resistant, complete with fire-fighting 
equipment and an underground water reservoir. The press 
club hall was formally converted to an air-conditioned 
auditorium on June 18, courtesy Satyam Foundation.  

Nava Thakuria, secretary of the Guwahati Press Club 
(left), presents Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi details of the 
presentation made.

A design of the proposed Guwahati Press Club building 
complex.

<
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A strong need for 
democratising the media

The death of Tehelka journalist  Tarun  Sehrawat, 22, of 
complications connected to malaria contracted during his trip 
to the jungles of Chhattisgarh on assignment to chronicle the 
lives of the Adivasis, has been mourned, of course, but it has 
also raised some controversies – about editors’ obligations to 
ensure that reporters are well equipped to face hazards they 
are likely to encounter in the course of their work (security 
as well as health hazards) and whether journalists are guilty  
of not doing their homework properly before setting out  on 
assignments in territories known to be dangerous

In a talk in Bangalore on July 6 at the Jain College (sponsored jointly by 
the Network of Women in Media and its Bangalore chapter NWMB), 
journalist Shubranshu Chowdury, who has travelled in the interior of 

Chhattisgarh and interacted with tribes, raised a large set of issues that 
need addressing, about the lack of democracy in the media, which is  the 
crux of the problem of how a population of friendly, peace-loving Adivasis 
has now  been branded as Maoists and described in official circles as the 
“nation’s biggest internal security threat”.

As Shubranshu sees it, the voices of the Adivasis living in appalling 
conditions, 64 years after Independence, under a Constitution that 
guarantees basic rights (including the right to be heard, under a democratic 
pattern of governance) have not been heeded. There are, he estimates, 
around 10 crore (100 million) Gond tribal people in Chhattisgarh and 
adjacent regions. That is a population larger than that of many countries 
put together. How many media persons who go to “do stories about these 
tribals” (because the rise of Maoists in the region is one of the hottest stories 
today), and speak Gondi language to be able to communicate properly 
with them? How many live under the conditions that the Adivasis face, 
and experience their lifestyles to understand their frustrations? As one blog 
comment on Tarun’s death puts it, most journalists stay at the nearest small 
town hotel, visit the tribal people, get comments from a few who are able 
to speak Hindi (forget English), return to the comfort of their hotel rooms 
(however modest) and file their stories. 

Courses in journalism teach students to “do their homework”, locate 
sources of information etc, but say nothing about “seeing human interest 
stories from the perspectives of the interviewees – hearing with their eyes 
and seeing with their ears” to get a feel of the place, and the people, and their 
thoughts. That Tarun caught malaria is news; that hundreds of Adivasis 
die of malaria and other diseases caught in the same region, month after 
month, does not make the news. Why, asked Shubranshu of the audience? 

The Adivasis have a democratic way of discussing issues – they sit 
together, articulate their arguments and problems, and thrash it out by 
consensus. It is a time-tested, democratic means of communication, where 
everyone gets a hearing. Mainstream media today does not give a voice to 
the underdog or the nameless malaria victim, unless there is “masala” –a 
“militant encounter” with fatalities or abductions. Shubranshu described 
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an initiative where Gonds had 
been given mobile phones, which 
were in turn linked to a laptop. The 
tribal people speak about issues: 
“…we were promised electricity 
years ago, nothing has been done; 
we were arrested by the forest 
authorities on fake charges and 
tortured, when we returned to 
our village we found the women 
and children missing. The cell 
phone of the concerned officer 
is xxx”. The message, translated 
into Hindi, gets embedded into 
the laptop from where it can be 
spread to other links. 

A small step towards giving the 
tribal people a voice, but don’t we 
need to have their voices received 
not just by a laptop supplied 
by activists but by mainstream 
media, if we are to be a democratic 
media? 

A  VIP’s pronouncements get 
promptly printed or quoted on 
television or radio, however banal. 
Even ordinary citizens can express 
their viewpoints in the letters to 
the editor columns in the print 
media. Where do 10 crore tribal 
people (and that is only the Gonds 
– add the millions of other tribal 
populations that the country is 
home to) voice their needs and 
frustrations? Are we justified in 
branding them all as Maoists? Who 
checks? How does one extract the 
truth about the sympathies of tribes 
killed in ‘encounters’, whether 
they were sheltering Maoists or  
merely happened to get caught in 
the crossfire? Isn’t the loss of one 
tribal life just as much a matter of 
concern as that of a journalist who 
caught malaria while travelling in 
the jungles? 

 Isn’t the real story, one of 
the health parameters of those 
living without drinking water or 
electricity, or hospitals or even 
clinics? If the media is to be truly 
democratic, shouldn’t journalists 
and reporters go beyond the 
‘story’ of the kind that we now 
see as ‘breaking news’ and 
focus on the larger, and  more 
serious one, of  criminal neglect 
of those who are away from 
the  metropolitan “27-storeyed 
lifestyles” as  Shubranshu puts it 
(referring to the Ambanis’  much-
talked-about 27-floor dwelling 
in Mumbai, which looks down 
upon the city’s teeming slums and 
homeless migrants). With its focus 
on viewership ratings, circulation 
figures and profits, today’s media 
is anything but democratic. <

Indian journalism became the poorer when it lost a bright spark in tragic circumstances. Tarun Sehrawat was only 22. 
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The death of photo-journalist Tarun Sehrawat from malaria, 
picked up in the jungles of Chhattisgarh while on assignment 
on a story about the Naxal issue, has raised several questions 
about the risks faced by journalists while on the job and the 
consequent and subsequent responsibility of the employer. 
India is largely lackadaisical about safety procedures and 
the media here is no different. Also, if we are to be honest, 
‘dangerous’ journalism is practised so rarely that is almost 
non-existent, especially for mainstream English big-city 
newspapers. The biggest threat you are likely to face is from 
a PR person and even that can be easily dealt with (unless, 
perhaps, the PR person in question is Niira Radia)

The outrage at young Tarun Sehrawat’s death – he was just 22 – is 
understandable. That a life was cut short so abruptly, where a few 
precautions may have possibly saved it makes the situation worse. 

From all accounts, Sehrawat seems to have been keen, eager, zealous and 
committed. He wanted the tough assignments and he wanted many of 
them. He wanted to be at the forefront of the action. His loss then is even 
more keenly felt. In a tribute, Shoma Chaudhury, managing editor, Tehelka, 
wrote: “To lose Sehrawat to a story is a heartbreak beyond the surface reach 
of words. I have wished several times these past few weeks that we had 
never attempted the trip to Abujmarh.”

Tehelka founder Tarun Tejpal was more poetic in this homage: “What 
Tarun did when he was alive, and what he has done with his death, is 
to starkly lay bare for us the tattered idea of India. In life, he went to the 
strongholds of India’s gravest challenge, to the pauper citadels of dreaded 
Maoists and Naxalites, and brought back images of such destitution — of 
burnt skin and stretched ribs and hollow eyes — that they burn the retina if 
one dares to look (and not skip as we all do). In death, he has nailed a large, 
un-ignorable signboard to the grim absence in tribal and rural India of the 
very basic healthcare that many of us take for granted.”

Comments from others in the media, however, have been extremely 
critical of Tehelka, taking it to task for not sending Sehrawat and his 
colleague Tusha Mittal, better prepared when they went to Chhatisgarh. 
The weekly newspaper did not know about or fully comprehend the threat 
from mosquitoes and this led, it is alleged, to the death of a young man and 
thus some commentators hold Tehelka more to blame than the “tattered 
idea of India”. Sevanti Ninan’s comment (an expanded version of what 
appeared in Mint) in The Hoot, the media Web site which she edits, was the 
most reasonable and makes the valid point that when many journalists do 
not even get proper appointment letters, expecting employers to provide 
health and hazard safety is expecting the moon.

Aman Sethi writing in The Hindu said, “It is the responsibility of senior 
editors to assess the risks that junior, inexperienced journalists take in search 
of a story. It isn't enough to tell a 22-year-old like Tarun to ‘be careful’. An 
organisation should be in a position to direct its journalists to information 

A young reporter’s death 
should open our eyes
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on possible health hazards and 
the corresponding vaccinations, 
inoculations and precautions. 
Reporters working out of conflict 
zones need specific training; all 
of us in Chhattisgarh operate in 
the hope that ‘everything will be 
okay’, but sometimes that isn't 
enough.”

Writing in The Hoot, TV 
journalist Neha Dixit was very 
angry: “The cynicism and 
the resignation to the brazen 
callousness of media organisations 
needs to be countered incessantly.” 
There were several other flowery 
and angry reactions: the main 
shock seemed to be that a) the 
young man died of malaria and b) 
the malaria threat was either not 
well known or not taken seriously. 
The two Tehelka journalists were 
sent into Chhatisgarh with water, 
biscuits and instant noodles but 
nothing to stave off mosquitoes.

At the outset, no one can deny 
that better safety protocols are 
always a good thing. And as 
everyone knows and admits, no 
one follows them or even has 
set procedures to follow. Yet, it 
is also true that some dangers 
are faced by journalists because 
of the pressures put on them by 
their bosses and others by the 
risks they themselves take. Water, 
biscuits and noodles are unlikely 
to be much use against bullets in 
Chhatisgarh either. 

It has also been pointed out that 
international news organisations 
invest a lot more in safety, with 
bullet-proof vests and even 
armoured vehicles. Some Indian 
news organisations have some sort 
of insurance coverage. But it may 
also be fair to say that the BBC has 
a 14-page risk policy because BBC 
journalists regularly cover high-
risk events, far more than Indian 
news organisations.

There was also a lot of 
sanctimonious moaning after 
Sehrawat’s death, perhaps because 
of his youth. Falciparum malaria 
is available in many parts of India 
and the risk is faced by an entire 

population, not just journalists. 
Some people have suggested 
that everyone knows that the 
mosquitoes are as dangerous as 
the Maoists and CRPF personnel in 
Chhatisgarh and others have said 
they did not know. Presumably, 
the risk is greater to the people 
of Chhatisgarh than to visiting 
journalists: are we covering 
this enormous health crisis 
comprehensively then? 

The argument against Tehelka 
sounds a little disingenuous. 
There is no reason why ‘editors’ 
who are not, contrary to what 
they themselves may believe, 
superhuman and omniscient, 
will knowingly risk their staff’s 
wellbeing. There is also the 
responsibility of the adventurous 
journalists themselves. The 
moaning that reporters on 
assignment treat photographers 
badly, as one of Sehrawat’s 
mourners has done, is also one 
that has no place here. Mosquitoes, 
without being facetious, do not 
choose their victims based on the 
say-so of reporters. 

In India, being Indian, there is 
one more issue of delicacy. If you 
are visiting a terribly deprived 
people, there is a concomitant 
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embarrassment in arriving with 
plenty of precautionary measures 
which they do not have. NGOs 
face this problem too and many 
feel that they would rather use 
a less-is-more approach. This is 
a human issue and not one that 
is easy for a boss to dictate. I can 
imagine the kind of story you will 
get from villagers under threat 
from Maoists, mosquitoes and 
the government if a bunch of 
journalists arrives in an armoured 
vehicle, armed with mosquito 
nets, quinine tablets, bottled water 
and pre-packed food.

However, having said all that, 
it may be useful in the future to 
channel all this pain and outrage 
towards a practical solution. If 
Indian journalism is going to take 
more risks with its newsgathering, 
the Indian news organisations 
have to get out of their stupor 
and look at staff welfare. ‘Chalta 
hai’ is an attitude which gets us 
by through most of our everyday 
lives but it is often foolish and very 
often dangerous. Since we point 
fingers at all other institutions for 
their shortcomings everyday, here 
is an opportunity to fix one of our 
own. 
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A hundred million Internet 
users is considered a critical 
landmark for the country. 

With such Internet use, India is 
expected to enter a critical period 
of growth with the possibility of 
becoming the largest Internet-using 
country in the world in this decade. 
This was one of the findings of a 
study carried out by Internet and 
Mobile Association of India in 2011. 
With increasing affordability of 
PCs as well as Internet penetration, 
India was set to have 121 million 
Internet users by December 2011, 
the study stated. The Internet is 
mostly accessible in urban pockets 
in India by urban youth and a small 
percentage of aged people. I carried 
out a study based on observing 
Internet usage for two weeks (from 
March 25 to April 7) on the social 
networking site Facebook and the 
pattern of use by a cross-section of 
the literate urban crowd. I arrived 
at two possible conclusions:

- People are inquisitive about 
private lives than larger issues

- The Indian middle-class needs 
to wake up

If a person puts up a picture of a 
new car, bike or flat on Facebook, 
there are numerous 'likes’ and 
'congrats' messages. Do these 
messages really come from the 
heart, I have my doubts. Such 
responses could be due to social 
pressure, with a ‘friend’ feeling not 
liking or ‘congratulating another 
may offend the latter.  If a person 
has an update related to issues that 
affect the grassroots (such as mega 
dams and deforestation), there is 
unlikely to be any 'like' response. 
Indeed, people with white-collar 
jobs avoid the real issues as if 
participating in them is akin to a 

The Indian middle-class 
needs to wake up

contagious disease that may affect 
brownie points, money and career. 
If a person has an update related to 
'love' and 'marriage', people become 
the most active, with most friends 
clicking the 'like' button and sending 
'congrats' messages and of course 
other comments galore.

The Freedom Movement had the 
support of the middle-class as well 
as the elite section of the Indian 
population. It was launched by those 
whose forefathers enjoyed better 
privileges in society before the arrival 
of the British – mostly the children of 
religious priests and traders wanted 
to get into positions of power and run 
the government like their ancestors 
did. They helped form public opinion 
against the British rule among all 
sections of people. Similarly, the anti-
corruption movement we see today 

is a middle-class movement; and 
the agitation against mega dams 
a grassroots movement. Somehow, 
I cannot empathise with the anti-
corruption crusaders for theirs is a 
movement of selfish existence. The 
middle-class is content to remain 
blissfully ignorant about catastrophes 
in store, likely from the construction 
of mega dams. They may only awake 
when white-collar jobs are snatched 
away from them and given to others.  
  

Pallavi Barua
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WOMEN IN THE MEDIA

A look back at those 
who led the charge 

‘Women in journalism’ has three dimensions. One concerns 
women actively involved in contributing the power of their 
voice and perspective – journalism by women. The second 
relates to the portrayal of women in the print media – jour-
nalism about women. Examples of this can be found in the 
coverage of women’s issues, news reports about a woman 
having been raped or murdered, a woman having bagged an 
international award, women portrayed in photo features, car-
toons and comic strips, and so on. There is a specialised third 
dimension, which segregates the ‘woman question’ through 
a proliferation of women’s magazines across the board. This 
purportedly targets women and can be termed ‘journalism 
for women.’ Today, we have come quite a long way, when the 
gender of the journalist is not really important when discuss-
ing merit, efficiency, contribution and integrity. Women are as 
equal to the task as men

Journalism, for women journalists, is no longer confined to ‘soft’ news 
critiquing the proliferation of beauty contests or a single case of domes-
tic violence in the neighbourhood. Women journalists in India, both in 

the print as well as electronic media, are known for commitment to their 
vocation, for integrity in not ‘selling out’ to propaganda or cheap PR, and 
for moral courage in facing dangers when the coverage relates to a war or 
a communal riot. When the Press Trust of India recruited more women 
than men as trainees a decade ago, with the help of entrance tests and 
interviews, Sujata Madhok of the Delhi Union of Journalists said, “PTI 
seems to have chosen so many women because they did better in entrance 
tests, also because women have acquired a reputation for being more 
hardworking and disciplined.”

The history of women in language journalism in India dates back to more 
than a century. Interestingly, most of their writing applies to our social 
ethos today as much as it did then. Krishnabhabini Das, one of the first 
women writers in Bengal, in her article titled Shikshita Narir Pratibader 
Uttar (Response to a Protest from an Educated Woman) in Sahitya, wrote: 
“It is unjust to say that only men should cultivate that intelligence, that 
God has given both men and women. God could never have imparted 
such a great gift without a noble end in view.”

Jnanadanandini Debi, in an article, Stri Shiksha (Women’s Education), 
published in the prestigious Bharati in 1882, offered a manifesto arguing 
the cause for women’s education. She argued for a desegregation of the 
sexes, going on to prove how education is both the cause and the effect 
of the process. In Shekele Katha (Tales of Bygone Days), Swarnakumari 
Debi praised the reforms introduced by her father in the areas within the 
domestic sphere marked out exclusively for women. Yet, she did not forget 
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to add that the “women’s world” 
did have its share of happiness and 
joy creating a space for nostalgia 
for a more “democratic” tomorrow. 
Others who demonstrated similar 
fluency with the language and 
courage of their convictions were 
Sarala Debi, Hironmoyee Debi and 
Rasa Sundari Debi.

One Aunt Kolli from Navsari 
in Gujarat wrote that StreeBodh, 
a Gujarati journal known for its 
focus on social reforms, was wrong 
in blaming women for marital 
strife and for the unhappiness 
of men. She pointed out that 
men visit nautch girls and spend 
entire nights drinking and being 
entertained by the women not in 
response to their wives’ behaviour 
but due to their own inclination 
for such enjoyment. The article 
was written way back in 1866. 
Streebodh, incidentally, was the 
first journal for women in India 
published in Gujarati continuously 
from January 1857 till some time in 
the late 1950s. It was formed with 
the objective of offering suitable 
reading matter for Parsee and Hindu 
women who could read, indirectly 
making it clear from its inception 
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that families going through 
the process of modernisation 
defined its target audience. Sonal 
Shukla in her paper, Cultivating 
Minds - 19th Century Gujarati 
Women’s Journals (Economic 
and Political Weekly, October 26, 
1991) states that with time, as its 
founder-editor Kabraji died and 
his daughter Shirin, followed 
by his daughter-in-law Putlibai, 
took up the editorship, StreeBodh 
changed its profile in terms of 
(a) appearance, (b) language and 
(c) content. “It reflected changes 
that were taking place during 
the nationalist struggle and the 
new role assigned to middle-class 
women within it,” writes Shukla.

Like the editorial stance of 
StreeBodh in its later years, the 
profile of the woman journalist 
in India has also changed. In the 
first week of April 2002, Sonal 
Kellog, a woman reporter, and a 
male reporter from a Surat-based 
newspaper were pounced upon by 
the police when they went into the 
walled city to interview women 
who had been attacked. Kellog 
was hit with a stick and the man 
thrashed. When they went to the 

police commissioner to complain, 
they were told he had no time for 
them. Kellog was abused and hit 
by policemen in the course of a 
reporting assignment in the walled 
area of Gomtipur on April 3. She 
was speaking to women who had 
themselves been beaten by the 
police. Before she could begin 
taking down their testimonies, 
policemen surrounded her and 
the male journalist with her. She 
was abused and hit by a policeman 
while her colleague was badly 
beaten and injured. 

One of the most memorable 
pieces by Tavleen Singh (then 
correspondent with The Sunday 
Telegraph), who won the Sanksriti 
Award for Journalism, was about 
her feeling of intense shame for 
being born a Sikh herself after she 
had met Bhindranwale and his 
followers at the Golden Temple. 
She wrote a historic report on the 
murder of Sumeet Singh, editor 
of Preet Lari. Anjali Puri, then 
with the Indian Express, did an 
extensive coverage of the elections 
in Pakistan, which returned 
Benazir Bhutto as the first woman 
PM of Pakistan. Sheela Barse 
won the PUCL Award for her 
contribution to investigative 
journalism, focusing on human 
rights. She trod the rather uneven 
and rough terrain of women 
prisoners in the country, going 
from one jail to another, crossing 
insurmountable hurdles on the 
way, going on to examine human 
rights violations in Hyderabad 
prisons on juvenile offenders, 
then exploring the dingy and dark 
world of child labourers in the 
machine looms of Bhiwandi, near 
Mumbai. Shahnaz Anklesaria, 
earlier of The Statesman and then 
the Indian Express, also won the 
PUCL Award for human rights 
journalism for her “devotion 
to a free and open society with 
which she laboured to secure and 
defend civil liberties and human 
rights of the disadvantaged in 
the country.” Shahnaz got the 
award for the whole body of her 
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work in contrast to the previous 
winners who won the same award 
for individual stories. Along with 
Neerja Chowdhury (also a PUCL 
winner), Shahnaz toured Punjab 
soon after Operation Bluestar, 
becoming one among the first 
Indian journalists to report on the 
reactions of the local people to the 
government’s action. And we all 
know how Barkha Dutt of NDTV 
covered the Kargil War, reporting 
directly from the front in the midst 
of shelling and firing with the 
mercury dipping down to minus. 

It would be entirely wrong to 
presume that the ‘rough-and-
tough’ women journalists of today 
are trying to ‘become men’ in the 
rat-race between the sexes. They 
are all normal women – wives, 
daughters, sisters and mothers to 
their families when they are away 
from their computers or out in the 
field following up a news story. 
They send their children to school 
like any other working woman, 
they quarrel with their husbands, 
socialise within their circles. They 
are neither female dragons nor are 
they harridans. 

Katherine Graham, who led the 
family newspaper, The Washington 
Post, for more than two decades, had 
said, “Women can handle anything 
that men can. We don’t want nor 
need any special consideration 
or accommodation. We just want 
an equal chance, with equal pay 
for equal work. And by the way, 
we can manage husbands and 
children, too.” From a report by 
Usha Rai on her return from the 
first International Women’s Media 
conference held in Washington 
DC in November 1986, we learn 
the director of development at the 
Columbia School of Journalism 
stating that between 1976 and 
1986, 60 per cent of students in 
journalism schools in the US 
consisted of women. Nearly 90 
per cent of editors responsible for 
women’s news are women. Of the 
400000 professional journalists 
in China, one-third are women 
who write about everything from 

<

politics to science. According to 
Vesna Prijam, an economic writer 
for Yugoslavia’s Tanjug, most 
successful women journalists in 
the country were either single or 
divorced. 

The last word on the subject 
should go to Katherine Fanning 
who broke the male stranglehold by 
editing the international newspaper 
The Christian Science Monitor when 
it had a circulation of 160000 with 
12 bureaus around the world. Her 
advice to women journalists: “If 
politics is your area of expertise 

or interest, get into it. But do not 
get into it just because it is a top 
job held by a man. I myself moved 
into my present job because I had 
a definite contribution to make. 
Women journalists should get 
into areas where they have talent, 
interest and flair. They should not 
deliberately enter into competition 
with men just to prove their 
equality or superiority. Women 
care more about relationships than 
men; they can reach across chasms 
and help bettering relationships 
between nations.”

World Editors Forum president 
to speak at WAN-IFRA India 

Erik Bjerager, president of the World Editors 
Forum, will be speaking at the WAN-IFRA India 
2012 annual conference in Pune scheduled from 
September 26 to 27. Bjerager, also the editor-in-
chief and managing director of Kristeligt Dagblad 
of Denmark, will be speaking on ‘Ten trends that 
are redefining journalism and newsrooms across 
the world’. 

The event will have three parallel conferences – 
Newsroom Summit, Printing Summit and Crossmedia 
Advertising Summit. The conference topics include: 
Managing newsrooms in the social media era; 
Opportunities from multiple platforms; The power of  print; Achieving 
operational excellence; Green publishing; and Show me the money.

Delegates to the conference can expect to listen to an interesting line-up 
of speakers from India and abroad, including R. Sukumar, editor, Mint; 
M. Kesava Menon, editor, The Mathrubhumi; Manajit Ghoshal, managing 
director & CEO-Print Business, Mid-Day Infomedia; Alok Sanwal, editor, 
iNext; Yann Pineau, senior director-Continuous Improvement, La Presse, 
Canada; Stephane Carpentier, creative director, Ringier Studios, Vietnam; 
Eamonn Byrne, director, The Byrne Partnership, UK; Pichai Chuensuksawadi, 
editor-in-chief, Bangkok Post, Thailand; and Teruo Fujita, president, Shizuoka 
Shimbun Production Company, Japan.

The conference at the Pune Marriott Hotel & Convention Centre, the 
twentieth annual event of WAN-IFRA in the Subcontinent, is co-sponsored 
by The Indian Newspaper Society. Registration to the conference is now 
open and the early bird registration will close on August 24, 2012. More 
details of the conference programme is available at www.wan-ifra.org/
india2012.

Erik Bjerager.

<



25July-September 2012 VIDURA

Why women should 
matter in news coverage

Professor Janice Neil,  associate professor, School of 
Journalism, Faculty of Communication and Design of Ryerson 
University, Toronto, brings the insights of a two-decade-long 
career in news reporting and production into her academic work. 
She joined the Ryerson faculty in 2007, where she presently 
teaches television news and radio journalism to students in the 
Bachelor of Journalism and Masters of Journalism programmes. 
In a one-on-one with Pamela Philipose, during her visit to 
Delhi recently, she argued that the equal presence of women in 
the newsroom is of vital importance because ultimately media 
does benefit from greater diversity in the newsroom in terms 
of a wider articulation of important issues.

Q: How important is it for the media to be sensitive to gender?
A: I think without a doubt the media must remain sensitive to gender. 

Women represent 50 per cent of the world; all of us have different 
perspectives on issues, given our different backgrounds and experiences. 
This shapes the ideas we bring to a story, or how we react to an issue, or the 
solutions we may propose to a problem. Without that kind of representation 
in the media, when such perspectives don’t make it to the media, it is a huge 
loss. It means that the perspective of a huge chunk of society is missing. 
It also becomes a self-perpetuating absence, because if people don’t see 
themselves being represented, they are going to think there is no place for 
them in mainstream discourse. 

The news media very often commits the sins of omission and 
commission when dealing with women. Too often women are ignored. In 
1981, Margaret Gallagher wrote a book, Unequal Opportunities: The Case of 
Women and the Media, in which she argued that the most important image 
of a woman across the world was a “non-image”. There are also a lot of 
examples of negative or stereotypical representations of women, whether 
at the national or global level. The Media and Gender Monitor Project, 
2010 – a multinational sampling of news stories on television, radio and 
newspapers from 76 countries – discovered that the percentage of women 
making it as the subject or source of news is only 24 per cent. This is an 
improvement, of course, on the results of 10 years earlier, when the figure 
was just 18 per cent. But at this rate of change, it will take another 40 years 
to achieve gender parity and for women and men to be represented equally 
as sources and subjects.

Q: But does the presence of more women in the media make a 
difference?

A: That male and female journalists bring something different to 
the reporting table, that they operate differently as reporters, seem to 
intuitively make sense. However, there is increasing research to show 
that even when female reporters enter newsrooms, the content of the 
news does not necessarily become more gender-sensitive. It is also worth 
pointing out that an individual reporter constitutes only one of the many 

Pamela Philipose

The New Delhi-based writer is 
director, Women’s Feature Service, 

a features agency mandated to 
make visible gender in media (www.

wfsnews,org). Earlier, she was senior 
associate editor with The Indian 
Express. She has been awarded 

the Chameli Devi Jain Award for 
Outstanding Woman Journalist 

and the Zee-Asthiva Award for her 
journalism.
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layers that influence news content. 
In fact, there could be as many as 
five layers, including producers, 
managers, and owners, so an 
individual woman professional 
may not make all that much of 
a difference. However, despite 
these disclaimers, I still do believe 
having women in the newsroom 
is absolutely essential because 
ultimately we are talking about 
half the population. But achieving 
this in some regions seems a 
challenge. The progress that began 
with Third Wave Feminism in the 
1970s has been slow. 

In any case, the media benefits 
from greater diversity in the 
newsroom in terms of a wider 
articulation of important issues. 
For instance, in India, professionals 
from the lower castes may not 
be adequately represented in 
newsrooms, and that could be a 
problem in terms of the way the 
news is framed or issues of caste 
are discussed. I remember, once 
I wanted to organise a television 
panel to discuss a certain theme 
and had difficulty in getting a 

‘mainstream woman’. Finally, I 
actually got an African Canadian 
female speaker and that way I could 
ensure the representation of both 
women and an ethnic minority in 
the discussion. She brought such 
fascinating new perspective to that 
discussion, which wouldn’t have 
been there if I had settled for a 
White woman or a Black man.

Q: Bringing the voices of actual 
people always seems to make 
a news story more compelling, 
doesn’t it?

A: Precisely. And that is because 
we connect with new ideas through 
the people who voice them. Maybe 
I, as a reader, will be able to relate 

Professor Janice Neil feels that 
the equal presence of women 
in the newsroom is of vital importance 
because ultimately media does 
benefit from greater diversity in the 
newsroom.

at a superficial level to a particular 
atrocity, but I will not be able to 
relate to the particulars of that 
atrocity in the same way as those 
who have actually experienced 
it. That’s where bringing in the 
voice of someone who has gone 
through that experience is so 
important. For instance, I have 
never won a gold medal in the 
Olympics, but because I have had 
my share of achievements in life I 
can empathise with the winner of 
a gold medal when she talks about 
that winning moment.

(Courtesy: Women’s Feature Service)
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The search for viable digital 
business models for newspapers 
is nothing less than an effort 
to strengthen the foundation of 
democratic society. That was the 
message in an opening speech at 
Zeitung Digital, the annual digital 
media conference for German 
newspaper executives organised 
by the German Newspaper 
Publishers' Association BDZV 
and WAN-IFRA, the World 
Association of Newspapers and 
News Publishers. “Despite all 
the new competitors, it remains 
the central role of newspapers to 
supply the news and information 
necessary for citizens to make 
informed choices in democratic 
society,” said Larry Kilman, deputy 
CEO of WAN-IFRA, in his opening 
remarks to nearly 300 participants 
at the conference in Stuttgart. “We 
sometimes take that for granted, 
but it is an expensive proposition 
and responsibility. Our new 
competitors – the aggregators 
and search engines, social media 
and more – just aren’t doing this. 
They don’t have the tradition of 

New digital business models needed

fulfilling this role, they don’t have 
the reporting teams, and, in the hunt 
for greater and greater traffic, they 
have proven they largely don’t care. 
This role has always fallen to us, 
and falls to us again in the digital 
news sphere.” Kilman praised the 
work being done in newspaper 
companies around the world, which 
have largely made the transition 
from print-only to multimedia news 
companies. But while newspapers 
dominate the market for online news 
in many countries, that success has 
not been matched with sufficient 
revenues. <
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Where top jobs still elude 
media women

In post-colonial Sri Lanka, 
women have reached 
the top in the popular 
professions of medicine, 
engineering, banking and in 
the private sector. While  this  
encouraging trend has spread 
to family-owned business 
houses and even small-scale 
enterprises in the rural areas, 
the one profession where 
women have yet to enjoy that 
kind of equality and success 
is the media. The numbers of 
women joining mainstream 
media may have increased in 
the last few decades, but the 
numbers of those making 
it to prominent positions 
within the newspapers, radio 
and television set-ups have 
not been able to keep pace. 
Vijita Fernando writes from 
Colombo

Where are the women 
journalists and how are 
the few in the industry 

placed? These are just some of 
the questions that the Sri Lanka 
Press Institute (SLPI) attempts 
to answer through the country’s 
first comprehensive study on the 
participation of women in the 
media in the island nation. Between 
April and July in 2010, SLPI 
surveyed 31 newspapers, 22 radio 
stations and seven TV stations to 
reveal that while there were only 
29 per cent women working in the 
print media, television and radio 
fared a shade better on the gender 
scale, employing 33 and 35 per cent 
women, respectively.

Says Imran Furkan, chief 
executive officer, SLPI, “The 

objective of this study, which is 
exhaustive and used a combination 
of both quantitative and qualitative 
research approaches, was to get a 
firsthand look at the distribution 
of male-female journalists within 
the mainstream media institutions 
in Sri Lanka and to capture 
more detailed information about 
the attitudes, perceptions and 
experiences of female journalists. 
This was done so as determine 
the status of women within the 
industry and to understand 
the reasons that limit female 
participation.”

Of course, what is absolutely 
clear is that while there has been a 
surge in the number of institutions 
and colleges that teach journalism 
or mass media in the country, 
which has undoubtedly facilitated 
the entry of many more women 
into the profession, the odds of 
them reaching the top – read 
decision-making or managerial 
positions – are extremely slim even 
today. While senior journalists 
and editors interviewed, who 
have been in the industry for more 
than 15 years, remarked that they 
were glad to see the numbers up, 
it doesn’t however make much 
sense, unless women also begin to 
share the important positions and 
decision-making opportunities 
with their male colleagues.

The study throws light on some 
reasons for the unfortunate reality. 
The first point, brought up by a 
woman editor quoted in the study, 
is that, most often, only a select 
few women make journalism their 
lifetime vocation. “This is quite 
true,” says Sumana Saparamadu, 
who has retired as editor of a 
weekly newspaper where she has 
worked for over 20 years. She feels 

that “women have other roles to 
play and do not stay long enough 
to glean the kind of experience 
required to head a newspaper”. 
They make a conscious decision 
not to progress beyond a certain 
point and this is perhaps one of 
the main reasons why there are 
minimal numbers of females at the 
top. Adds Saparamadu, “Marriage 
and home-making take first 
billing. This was true 20 years ago 
and despite more women going 
out to work now, this remains the 
main reason even today.” 

Other social factors also act as 
deterrents. Women journalists 
often leave the profession 
prematurely as they are expected 
to travel out of town on work often, 
the study points out. Moreover, 
many hesitate to cover the high-
risk, hardcore beats of crime, 
military or politics, preferring to 
stick to entertainment, fashion or 
social issues. Though there are 
no male-dominated assignments 
– there are no overt restrictions 
on women journalists wanting 
to write even outside their beat 
– factors like family values or 
cultural and individual beliefs 
do come into play. “For some, 
hesitancy to work on certain 
assignments, travel or work late 
comes not from any personal 
experience but it is imbedded 
in them – it is part of culture,” 
says one senior journalist. Male 
journalists, obviously, hold the 
narrow view that their female 
colleagues simply don’t want to 
“push themselves enough”. 

However, prominent women 
editors do not wish to see the 
assigning of beats as a gender 
thing. The study quotes one senior 
female editor saying: “Gender is 
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never an issue. Assigning stories 
is based entirely on the strength 
of the individual.” While the 
study points to a freedom of 
choice when it comes to picking 
a beat or assignment, Malini 
Govinnage, who has worked as 
a feature writer in both Sinhala 
and English newspapers, points 
to a major concern that prevents 
women from realising their full 
potential as career journalists: 
gender and sexual discrimination 
that is rampant in the working life 
of female journalists. According 
to her, women are forced to “look 
good” if they have to advance in 
their careers. So whereas some 
may use that to their advantage, 
those that are “lesser primped 
up” tend to loose out. Govinnage 

believes that SLPI should have 
gender education and gender 
awareness programmes for both 
men and women working in the 
industry. 

Limitations and perceptions 
aside, women journalists 
have firmly established their 
professional credibility and found 
their niche within the industry. 
According to the woman editor 
of a daily newspaper, though the 
media industry, especially the 
print media, is very much male-
dominated, things are rapidly 
changing. Even five years ago 
female editors like her were a rare 
breed, but now she is glad to see 
that there are a few more who hold 
the same position in the industry. 
She is convinced that the industry 

will have to accept many more 
women in what is she refers to as 
the “boys club”. 

Many are positive that the 
change needed at the managerial 
and decision-making levels will 
come in time to come. As one 
senior journalist said, “There was 
a time when female journalists 
could only go up to heading a 
magazine or programme section 
of media organisations. Now there 
are several who have managed to 
break through and rise to the top 
and in time more females will 
follow suit.”

(Courtesy: Women’s Feature Service)

Free Press Journal celebrates Mumbai’s spirit
The Free Press Journal, one of the oldest dailies published from Mumbai, celebrated its 84th anniversary 

with a special issue called Spirit, which was unveiled on July 3, 2012. The special eight page pull-out celebrates 
the spirit of Mumbai and the never-say-die attitude of Mumbaikars. The issue was an attempt by the Free Press 
Journal to inspire Mumbaikars and present them with living examples of persons who surmounted obstacles by 
summoning the indomitable spirit.

Each page of the supplement had profiles of persons who summoned their inner strength to deal with 
life challenges. There are people such as Raageshwari Loomba, who peaks on how Bells Palsy did not stop 
her from fighting back and opening up a new world. Activist and lawyer Flavia Agnes speaks about the 
struggle of fighting domestic violence and how she battled years of abusive marriage. Vasamvada Shukla 
speaks of her battle with cancer and how she went on to win the Best Teacher award from the Maharashtra 
Government. Wheelchair bound Nirmala Kewlani speaks about how she managed to travel 19000 km across 
India. Advocate and solicitor Kanchan Pamnani speaks about how she established herself as a successful legal 
professional despite being visually impaired at a young age. Other ‘spirited’ Mumbaikars whose stories the 
special issue carries included Miriam Batliwala, Nilesh Singit, Usha Dighe, Dr Vipasha Mehta, Divya Palat 
and many more.

The Free Press Journal’s 84th anniversary issue was received very well across the market thanks to the 
theme and the array of articles. Major advertisers, including SBI, ACC, IDBI Bank, Micro Technologies, SAIL, 
NABARD, L& T Insurance, Canara Bank, ECGC, NTPC, Syndicate Bank, Indian Overseas Bank, Indian Bank, 
LIC, Bank of Maharashtra, Dena Bank, Central Bank of India, The New India Assurance Company Ltd, Oriental 
Bank of Commerce, supported the anniversary issue. <
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‘Economic empowerment 
will make a difference’

Gülden Türköz-Cosslett, 
the director of Programme 
Support at UN Women  has 
also served as  senior  advisor 
to the deputy secretary - 
general and the executive 
director of UN Women leading 
the Transition Team. For five 
years – 2005 to 2010 – she was 
the United Nations resident 
coordinator and UNDP 
resident representative 
in Albania. She has also 
worked in various capacities 
in Malaysia, Turkey and 
Algeria. During a recent visit 
to Delhi she spoke to Pamela 
Philipose

Q: Twenty years have passed 
since the first Rio conference on 

sustainable development and the 
environment. Has gender made 
an impact?

A: Women are very important 
players in the green economy and 
they are true agents of change. 
A recent report of the Food and 
Agriculture Association has noted 
that investing in women’s access to 
land, better capacities as farmers 
in terms of credit, fertilisers, the 
removal of restrictive barriers in 
terms of inheritance rights, land 
ownership and so on, can actually 
unleash a lot of potential. In fact, 
it can reduce hunger and poverty 
the world over. Because we have 
seen that if women’s economic 
potential is unleashed, societies 
benefit immensely in terms of 
sustainable development.

We need to look at women, not as 
victims but as serious players and 
they must be given the opportunity 
to make a difference. This is 
where governments everywhere 
have a role to play, along with the 
international community and civil 
society organisations, including 
women’s groups. We need to come 
together to ensure the removal of 
any barriers to women’s economic 
and political empowerment, and 
to close the gender gap, especially 
for women in agriculture. If 
women had equal access to 
productive resources it could 
raise total agricultural output in 
the developing countries by an 
estimated 2.5 to 4 per cent, which 
could lead to 150 million fewer 
hungry people in the world. Even 
the World Bank has recognised 
that GDP growth founded in 
agriculture is at least twice as 
effective in reducing poverty as 
GDP growth founded in non-
agricultural sectors.

Q: The problem seems to be 
that despite women having an 
increasingly larger presence in 
the agricultural sector, they are 
still not recognised as farmers.

A: We have been thinking a 
lot on this issue. The Committee 
on the Status of Women in 2012 
had focused on rural women and 
now we are really advocating 
with governments to focus on 
helping rural women and women 
in agriculture too. We do hope 
the Rio conference will reiterate 
the key role that rural women 
can potentially play to ensure 
sustainable development, and not 
just in agricultural production but 
in terms of green entrepreneurship. 
If we are to have, what is often 
referred to as “inclusive growth”, 
women need to be on centre 
stage.

But this process should not 
be random and piecemeal – a 
scheme here or a scheme there 
will not work. We need an over-
arching macro-economic policy 
framework. Governments should 
inquire into what the existing 
barriers are that come in the way 
of women’s full participation and 
work systematically towards 
removing them. A very good 
example in India is of course the 
panchayati raj legislation. It has 
really shown that when women 
become leaders they are able 
to make the right choices about 
issues that crucially impinge upon 
the lives of millions, like water use 
and sustainability. Take violence 
against women. It is women’s 
voices that have helped train the 
light on the issue.

Q: But why has it been so 
difficult to address violence 
against women? We have been 

Gülden Türköz-Cosslett, the director 
of Programme Support at UN Women, 
formly believes that women are 
very important players in the green 
economy and they are true agents of 
change. 
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talking about it for decades.
A: Yes, what’s striking about 

domestic violence is its persistence. 
Even colleagues from the Nordic 
countries say that despite their 
progressive laws and attitudes, 
violence continues to remain an 
issue there. I believe, we need 
to start with the family. The lack 
of respect and recognition of 
women’s human rights begins 
there. The more we work to raise 
awareness, the more such concerns 
make it into school curricula, 
the quicker society will be able 
to put this legacy behind it. It is 
not something that can simply be 
switched off. But I do believe the 
right education for the young at 
the right time, and the economic 
empowerment of women will 

make a difference. We also need a 
holistic approach. We cannot talk 
about the rights of women in one 
sector and neglect women’s rights 
in another. Education, culture, law 
– both national and international - 
even religion, these are all sectors 
that need to come on board this 
effort. We also often find that 
while countries may acknowledge 
the normative principle of the 
right of a woman to live a life 
without violence, it remains 
poorly funded. So our appeal to 
governments everywhere is that 
they make financial investments 
in these areas – and not just in 
the gender machinery but across 
sectors. Right now 140 countries 
have constitutions that guarantee 
gender equality. What is lacking 

is the political will and proper 
resources to translate this into 
reality. 

Q: I believe there is going to 
be an international conference on 
women in 2015, to mark 20 years 
after Beijing.

A: The UN secretary general 
and the president of the UN 
General Assembly did make an 
announcement to this effect. We are 
very pleased at this development 
and welcome it. Finally, if member 
states endorse the idea and the 
conference does take place, we 
hope the gains women have made 
thus far will be taken forward. 

(Courtesy: Women’s Feature Service)

<

Lokmat Samachar launches in Pune
Maharashtra’s Chief Minister Prithviraj Chavan launched the sixth edition of Hindi daily Lokmat Samachar in Pune. 

Also present on the occasion were Minister of State for Education Rajendra Darda; Balbir Punj, columnist and Rajya 
Sabha MP from Rajasthan; Prabhu Chawla, editor-in-chief, The New Indian Express; Tarun Tejpal, editor-in-chief, 
Tehelka; and Vijay Darda, Rajya Sabha MP and chairman of Lokmat Media.

A thought-provoking panel discussion on ‘The Relationship between Media and Politicians’ had been organised to 
mark the launch. “A journalist is also a politician. Not only should media help in shaping public opinion, it should also 
play a critical part in the development of the political process,” Chavan said. Punj, Chawla and Tejpal highlighted the 
increasing complexities of the media world and the need to maintain a balance in providing coverage and direction. 

Highlighting the sharp difference between the cover prices of newspapers in India and abroad, Tejpal pointed out 
that the readers in India were not willing to pay enough money to run the institutions. “This is the structural flaw due 
to which quality deteriorates,” he said.Chawla decried the increasing incidence of ‘paid news’ inserted by politicians, 
due to which media is facing a credibility crisis. “Media has become a victim of this phenomenon,” he said.

Speaking about the Pune edition of Lokmat Samachar, Rishi Darda, joint managing director, Lokmat Media said, 
“The Hindi-speaking population of Pune, which has emerged as an education hub and IT city, was in need of a 
national daily. Since Hindi is our national language and therefore connects people throughout the country, Lokmat 
Samachar would definitely fill the gap.”

The newspaper offering consists of the main paper of 12 pages (all-color) along with four-pager Apna Pune that will 
cover local civic issues and highlight leisure options. For You for the young, Sakhi for Women and Lokarang Sunday 
supplement will accompany the paper on three different days in a week.

This is the sixth edition of the newspaper which first appeared in 1989 in Nagpur, and was thereafter launched in 
Aurangabad, Akola, Kolhapur and Jalgaon. Lokmat Samachar has 13.56 lakh readers. Its Pune edition has a cover 
price of Rs 3. <
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India’s own, who pushed 
boundaries in many ways

Recently, actor-director 
and chairperson of Children's 
Film Society of India, 
Nandita Das, was inducted 
into the International Hall 
of Fame by the International 
Women's Forum, a global 
organisation of prominent 
women achievers. She was 
chosen for her "sustained 
contributions to the arts and 
to the world as one of the 
most gripping cinema arts 
leaders of our time who has 
shown us what both-feet-on-
the-floor authenticity looks 
like". Das is the first Indian 
to be inducted, as she joins 
previous awardees such as 
Roberta Bondar, Canada's first 
woman astronaut; Chilean 
author Isabel Allende; and 
Audrey Hepburn, the iconic 
Hollywood female actor. In 
this one-on-one, Das talks 
to Malvika Kaul about her 
journey as an artist, activist 
and as a woman

Q. You are the first Indian to 
be included in the Hall of Fame 
of IWF that has Audrey Hepburn, 
Wangari Mathaai, Isabel Allende 
and Billie Jean King? What does 
this recognition mean to you?

A. I am just as surprised as 
anybody else! All awards/honours 
go through a subjective process, 
however credible they may be. 
But I am happy that there are a 
bunch of people out there who 
have validated the choices I have 
made in my life. This is truly the 
biggest honour I have got. To be 
in the company of women I have 

personally admired a great deal is 
humbling indeed. 

Q. Has your training in social 
work helped you in a popular art 
medium like cinema? Did it give 
you an edge in portraying some 
roles?  

A. My experience in social work 
has surely impacted the choices 
I have made, may be more sub-
consciously than deliberately. I 
have worked with many women 
who have struggled through life 
and overcome adverse situations. 
Many have negotiated through 
life in their own unique way. So, 
I have instinctively got attracted 
to stories and characters that 
resonate with my own concerns 
and experiences. I have done over 
30 films in 10 different languages, 
portraying a range of characters 
that are vulnerable, strong 
and real. The sub-conscious 
observations of women and their 

context across the country has 
helped me embrace many more 
stories and characters. 

Q. As an actor you have worked 
with some of the most gifted 
directors –  Mrinal Sen, Adoor 
Gopalakrishnan, Shyam Benegal, 
Govind Nihalani, Deepa Mehta, 
Rituporno Ghosh and Mani 
Ratnam. What are the privileges 
and the challenges of working 
with such names? 

A. I have been fortunate to 
have worked with many noted 
directors. And an equal number 
of first-time directors. Each film 
has been a learning experience. 
When I worked with Adoor 
Gopalakrishnan in the Malayalam 
film Naalu Pennungal (Four 
Women), based on four short 
stories woven together, I wasn't 
aware that he didn't share his script 
with anyone before shooting. I 
requested him for my script, so 

Nandita Das with husband Subodh Mascara and son Vihaan 
at the International Hall of Fame induction ceremony in Washington DC. 
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that I could know the screenplay 
and also my Malayalam dialogues 
that are always so difficult to 
remember. When I reached the 
sets I came to know that I was the 
only cast member who knew the 
script. It was strange to work that 
way, but his focus and belief in his 
style is so strong and pure that it is 
a pleasure to see him work. With 
Mrinalda, the joy of learning was 
both on the sets and after work. I 
have many amazing experiences 
about my work with different 
directors – if I had the time, I could 
have written a book. 

Q. Besides being your first 
film and a much acclaimed one 
too, Fire stirred controversies and 
brought homosexuality up for 
discussion in Indian homes. How 
did the film change your life?   

A. It made me a more open 
and less judgmental person. My 
own sensitivity towards what we 
perceive as the 'other' grew. With 
the wide range of questions and 
comments that I encountered I was 
appalled to see how prejudiced 
and intolerant our society was. 
Even today, after 14 years of doing 
the film, I still get questions on the 
issue of homosexuality. And I take 
every opportunity to dispel myths 
about it. While I never wanted to 

be an actor, Fire showed me how 
the medium of cinema could be 
a powerful instrument for public 
debate and advocacy. I found a 
new platform and a creative means 
to express myself. 

Q. What drives you in pursuing 
your passion, like making 
Firaaq? 

A. Just seeing the world around 
me, full of disparity, prejudice, 
fear, anger and pain. How can one 
live peacefully in the midst of all 
this without doing one's bit. For 
me, creative satisfaction and deep 
desire to make life meaningful 
are not two separate pursuits. In 
making Firaaq I found my many 
interests and concerns coming 
together. It was more than a 
cathartic experience for me. While 
it was the most challenging thing I 
have done, it was also very fulfilling 
and pushed my boundaries in 
many ways. 

Q. What is your vision of 
children's films in India? What 
are the obstacles in promoting a 
culture of good children's films? 

A. Today, children are growing 
up on reality shows, foreign-
dubbed series, Western and Asian 
superheroes and what is called 
family films that are primarily 
made for grown-ups. We cannot 
stop them from watching all this as 
this content is more easily available. 
But we can provide an alternative, 
and here the challenges are many. 
There aren't too many takers in 
terms of distributors for children's 
films. It is equally challenging to 
attract good writers and directors 
to make films for us as most of 
them have lost faith in government 
organisations. I am trying to 
renew that faith. At CFSI, we have 
negligible marketing budgets. This 
is a big hindrance. We reach out 
to about 40 lakh children through 
the government machinery and a 
network of NGOs, but all means of 
distribution are important. 

Q. Has your definition of 
empowerment changed over the 
years as you have grown as an 
artist, activist and a mother? 

A. Empowerment is an ongoing 
process and one can't use the 
word in past tense. It is about 
the ability and freedom to make 
informed choices. Over the years, 
I have realised that it is an internal 
journey. Our conditioning, sense of 
guilt and notion of empowerment, 
all have to be looked at from time 
to time. I have always juggled 
different things, and by choice.  

Q. In the Indian context, what 
are the critical threats to women's 
empowerment today? 

A. Women's progress and 
regress is happening almost 
simultaneously. More women 
are speaking out and asserting 
their views. But at the same time 
incidents of female infanticide, 
dowry deaths or sexual assaults 
have not decreased. Much of 
these heinous crimes occur in 
affluent sections of society, further 
forcing us to question the kind of 
education we are imparting. Till 
society doesn't take it upon itself 
as its problem and doesn't leave it 
to only women fighting their case, 
the change will be slow. 

Q. You have been involved in 
several peace initiatives. What 
and where are the bottlenecks 
in building peace, between 
neighbouring countries, states 
and even families?

A. I have always felt more 
optimistic about building bridges 
each time I have been involved 
in any peace initiative. It is a 
reaffirmation of faith that one 
is not alone and when the dots 
are connected, there are enough 
people who care. We have become 
a cynical society, and politicians 
have used the loss of identity in 
people to their gain by imposing 
a single identity for them to 
feel good about themselves. 
We need to promote the idea of 
multiple identity, compassion and 
empathy.

The actor-director and chairperson 
of the Children's Film Society of 
India was recently inducted 
into the International Hall 
of Fame by the International 
Women's Forum (IWF), a global 
organisation of prominent women 
achievers.

(Courtesy: Women’s Feature Service)
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Village women wield 
tools for equality 

The district of Dindori 
is perched almost on the 
border that Madhya Pradesh 
shares with Chhattisgarh 
and is remote by any 
standards. It is largely tribal 
and also extremely poor. 
So when a group of women 
located in Dindori names 
their federation after the 
famous local woman icon, 
Rani Durgavati, who is 
said to have courageously 
defended her kingdom 
of Gadha – one of the old 
independent Gond states – 
against the Mughal emperor, 
Akbar, the symbolism is 
certainly striking. Today, 
like their famous ancestor, 
the members of the Rani 
Durgavati Mahila Sangh 
are courageously taking on 
patriarchal forces in their 

region that have long denied 
them their rights. Kulsoom 
Rashid reports

In late March 2010, around 1500 
women came together for the 
annual general body meeting 

of the sangh – which they term a 
mahaadiveshan, or mass meeting – 
and shared many joyous moments 
of dancing and singing together 
for an entire day and night. It is 
a rare sight in India to see rural 
women spend recreational time 
with friends, but what was rarer 
still was the spirit of camaraderie 
that existed between the women. 
Everyone seemed to be enjoying 
themselves. Running through the 
fun times, however, was a serious 
theme: giving Didori’s women 
greater social and economic 
autonomy and providing them 
with the tools with which to gain 
equality.

Today, the Rani Durgavati 
Mahila Sangh, which was set 
up six years ago, is a federation 
of 536 self-help groups (SHGs), 
organised into 31 clusters, with a 
total membership of 6432 women 
from 119 villages in the blocks of 
Karanjia (not to be confused with 
a block in Odisha with the same 
name), Samnapur, Shahpura and 
Amarpur. Most of the members 
are Gond tribal people, but 
there are many from the Other 
Backward Classes (OBCs), besides 
a sprinkling of Scheduled Caste 
(SC) women as well. 

These SHGs, which at last count 
had earned an interest of Rs 6.14 
lakh, were set up by Pradan, an 
organisation working with the 
rural poor, in order to make cheap 
credit available to local women and 
liberate them from the clutches of 
local moneylenders and landlords. 
Pradan has also introduced new 
farming methods here, which 
have helped to buttress household 
incomes. As Sebanti Bai of 
Markum Village in Karanjia Block 
puts it, “Now we have also started 
growing tomatoes, ladies’ fingers 
and chillies during the monsoon 
season, something we had never 
done earlier. This has brought us 
additional income for household 
expenses.”

Although Pradan’s initial 
emphasis was on the economic 
empowerment of women from 
socially excluded communities, the 
women of the SHGs have evolved 
as community representatives 
demanding their entitlements, 
including their right to a life of 
dignity. Partnering this process is 
the Delhi-based women’s resource 
group, Jagori, under a special 
gender empowerment project 

Giving Didori's women greater social and economic autonomy and providing 
them with the tools with which to gain equality was discussed at a mass 
meeting. 
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initiated in 2011 and supported by 
the UN Women’s Fund for Gender 
Equality.

What women have gained the 
most by coming together is the 
capacity to collectively articulate 
their everyday needs and look for 
solutions. Drupti Bai, 34, explains 
how such discussions helped 
address the problem of drinking 
water in her area: “The issue of 
hardships related to collecting 
water was discussed at a cluster 
meeting. We women then decided 
to take action on it and with the 
help of Pradan we met local Forest 
Department officials. We were 
able to convince them of the crisis 
of water shortage we were facing 
and they allowed us access to 
water sources within the forest 
provided we ensured that we 
would not disturb the surrounding 
environment in any way.” Drupti 
Bai considers this an achievement 
to be cherished. “It is a great relief 
to us to know that our children are 
now drinking clean water. They 
are certainly falling less sick than 
they did in the past.” 

Interestingly, while most of the 
members of the Rani Durgavati 
Mahila Sangh are largely illiterate 
and had never seen a computer, 
these days the federation’s work is 
expedited by a computer system 
run by hired experts, whom the 
women refer to as “computer 
munshis”. These “computer 
munshis” key in the data provided 
by the women during meetings. 

The inflow of the data is through a 
Regular Meeting Transaction Entry 
1 (RMTE 1), while the outflow 
of the keyed-in data reaches the 
women through RMTE 2. With the 
help of the software, the women 
can monitor the functioning of 
their groups. 

Explains Shikha Singh, project 
executive, Pradan, Dindori, “The 
RMTE system is accessed by 80 
per cent of the members of the 
Rani Durgavati Mahila Sangh. It 
has brought them new confidence 
in a society that has traditionally 
taken away their rights, including 

<

their right to new technology. 
There are challenges of course, but 
these women are on the learning 
curve and have the potential to 
understand the technology and 
take their work forward.” 

Other issues that have been 
articulated by these women, 
and which found an echo at the 
mahaadiveshan, include violence 
against women, their exclusion 
in political decision-making and 
the rising tide of communalism. 
According to Singh, the partnership 
with Jagori has not only helped the 
federation members understand 
gender issues better, it has also 
helped the Pradan staff perceive 
new ways to communicate 
important ideas. She says, “Women 
are now able to make the link 
between gender perspectives and 

Drupti Bai, 34, was part of the group 
of women that has worked towards 
overcoming the crisis of water 
shortage they were facing. 

Around 1500 women of the Rani Durgavati Mahila Sangh, a federation of 536 
self-help groups, came together for an annual general body meeting. 

everyday life. Moreover, they are 
able to talk about themselves and 
their experiences openly, reflect 
on sensitive issues like violence, 
and take initiatives together.”

What is also notable is the fact 
that the women take all decisions 
involving the running of the 
federation, autonomously. Says 
Aziza Haleem, who is interning 
with Pradan and was deputed 
to help organise this year’s 
mahaadiveshan, “I may have been in 
charge of the cultural programmes, 
but let me tell you this event is 
entirely the work of the members 

of the federation. They have 
been preparing for this annual 
day for months. They discussed 
the logistics, the programmes,  
decided on the budget and who 
the guest speakers should be 
through a consultative process.”

As I left the mass meeting at 
Dindori, I was struck by how 
women who had so little going 
for them in terms of development 
have now learnt to wield the tools 
of equality to make better lives 
for themselves. The words of the 
song they had sung during the 
mahaadhiveshan then came back 
to me: “Par laga liye hain humne, ke 
pinjare mein ab kaun bethega (I have 
made wings for myself, now who 
will keep me in a cage).”

(Courtesy: Women’s Feature Service)
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A tough life for women 
living with HIV/AIDS

The article, based on data collected from interviews with 
women living with HIV/AIDS and availing counselling services, 
as well as educational and nutritional support for their children 
and financial aid to start an enterprise, explores their lives, and 
the impact of HIV infection and widowhood on their socio-
economic status. It dwells on coping mechanisms adopted 
by the women in dealing with stigma and discrimination. 
Findings reveal that family support is valued; it reduces stress 
levels and helps them cope. The counselling of family members 
is important, too. Assuming responsibility for children has 
helped, as much as being associated with a network of HIV-
positive women. The study recommends that counsellors in 
government hospitals must encourage HIV-positive women 
to seek support from NGOs working in the area. HIV is no 
longer confined to high-risk behaviour groups. Therefore, 
it is important to promote awareness about safe sex among 
women. They suffer because they do not exercise their rights 
or have knowledge about the subject

The UNAIDS report for 2007 claims that every day 6800 people are 
infected with the HIV virus. Everyday 5700 people also die of the 
infection; this means that more than 1100 new victims of AIDS get 

added each day worldwide (UNAIDS, 2008). Of the 33.2 million AIDS 
victims in the world; 15.4 million are women. In India, women account 
for around one million out of the 2.5 million estimated numbers of people 
living with HIV/AIDS (National AIDS Control Organisation or NACO, 
2007). However, the statistics for AIDS cases are a poor guide to the severity 
of the infection, as in many situations a patient dies without HIV having 
been diagnosed, with the cause of death attributed to an opportunistic 
infection such as tuberculosis. 

Despite international efforts to tackle HIV/AIDS, stigma and 
discrimination remain among the most poorly understood aspects of the 
epidemic. Indeed, stigma is a continuing challenge that prevents concerted 
action at community, national and global levels. HIV/AIDS-related stigma 
and discrimination are associated with sexuality, gender, race and poverty. 
The stigma of being HIV-positive is experienced more by women. For, 
if they disclose their positive status to their families, their character is 
questioned in terms of past sexual relationships. Employers do not wish 
to have a HIV-positive person working because they apprehend constant 
sickness and infection transmission. 

The gender implication of HIV/AIDS is becoming increasingly important 
with rising HIV incidence among women. According to WHO and UNAIDS 
global estimates, women comprise 50 per cent of the people living with 
HIV. More than 90 per cent of women infected in developing regions have 
contracted the virus through heterosexual transmission (WHO, 2008; 
UNAIDS, 2008). In most cases, the women had sexual intercourse only with 
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Conceptual framework designed for the study 
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A glimpse of women living with HIV/AIDS in Delhi

their husband or regular partner. 
Therefore, the vulnerability 
of women in contracting HIV 
infection is often a direct result 
of their partner’s behaviour (like 
bisexuality, using intravenous 
drugs, having multiple sex 
partners). The practice of early 
marriage, violence and sexual 
abuse against women are the major 
socio-economic reasons for their 
vulnerability to HIV infection. 
Their biological construct makes 
them more susceptible to HIV 
infection in any given heterosexual 
encounter.  

In a study, Intimate Partner 
Violence and HIV Infection 
Among Married Indian Women, 
researchers at the Harvard School 
of Public Health found that more 
than 95 per cent of HIV-positive 
married Indian women report 
being monogamous, confirming 
earlier studies suggesting that 
the most likely source of HIV 
infection among Indian women 
is the husbands' extramarital 
relationship-related risk 
behaviour, including unprotected 
sex with commercial sex workers. 
Women who are victims of partner 

violence are more likely to become 
HIV-infected due to the higher 
prevalence of extramarital sexual 
behaviour among abusive men, 
as well as an increased risk of 
HIV transmission based on such 
men's abusive sexual practices 
within marriage. However, even 
when the partner is responsible 
for bringing HIV into the family, 
a woman may be blamed for 
the transmission of the virus. In 
another study conducted in India 
by UNDP in 2003, it was found 
that almost 90 per cent of the 
HIV-positive women interviewed 
got infected by their husbands, 
but they were blamed for their 
husbands’ illnesses. In addition, 
their lower status in the family 
and community made it less likely 
that they had access to health care 
including anti-retroviral treatment. 
The HIV-related needs of women 
receive minimal attention. 

India’s first cases of HIV-
positive people were diagnosed 
among sex workers in Chennai, 
Tamil Nadu.  It was revealed that 
contact with foreign visitors had 
played a role in initial infections 
among sex workers. The first 
figure of AIDS in India was a 
woman, unlike a homosexual 
case or an injected drug user as 
in the US or France.  The spread 
of HIV in the Indian region 
with its highly unequal gender 
relations affects men and women 
differently. It has been observed 
that the impact falls primarily on 
women as the latter shoulder the 
increased burden of care within 
the household and the community, 
in addition to domestic work and 
economic responsibilities. The 
increased care of the spouse or 
constant illness because of being 
HIV-positive, lessens the ability 
of women to work in the formal, 
informal or agricultural sectors, 
leading to economic hardships, 
and, hence, reduced child care and 
food security. In cases where male 
members of the household stop 
earning or die of AIDS, the women 
are left to provide for the rest of 
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the family. Finally, women are 
often blamed for their husbands’ 
and their own sickness and are 
often ostracised by the extended 
family and community. 

Once a person suffers from 
an illness such as HIV/AIDS for 
which there is no cure till date, 
the only course available is to live 
with the virus as far as possible 
by taking certain precautions and 
proper care. HIV diagnosis is a 
life-changing event causing shock, 
grief and a sense of loss of control 
over one’s life. Disclosure of one’s 
HIV status can be traumatic even 
in the best of circumstances. 
From the prevention point of 
view, it is important that the 
person who knows that he/she 
is infected with HIV shares this 
knowledge with his/her sexual 
partner/s. However, such sharing 
of information is extremely 
painful and may involve the risk 
of being blamed and rejected 
by the family. Once HIV status 
is disclosed to a person, he/she 
generally undergoes the stress 
of deciding when or whether 
to disclose the matter to the 
other family members since 
the dominant sexual route of 
transmission compels the person, 
infected with the virus, to conceal 
the information from others. 

It was observed that women had 
little control over keeping their 
HIV-positive status confidential. 
Many women were tested either 
at the time of their husband’s 
illness or after their husband’s 
death, hence family members 
became aware of their HIV status. 
It was noted that spouses of some 
respondents became more caring 
and supportive. It may be because 
of the reason that the women 
picked up the infection from their 
husbands who became more 
considerate because of their guilt. 
One of the matters of concern was 
that few women reported that 
their spouses did not share their 
status with them. A woman age 
28, whose husband had concealed 
his status from her, discovered it 

in his test reports. “If my husband 
had disclosed his status to me, 
at least we could have saved our 
daughter from the infection,” she 
said.

Sharing the information with 
children was noticed among 
women who had adolescent 
children. Sharing with younger 
children was almost negligible 
since they could not understand 
the severity of the problem. All the 
women who disclosed their status 
to their children received full 
support from them. Many women 
reported that their children no 
longer troubled them and, in 
fact, reminded them to take their 
medicines on time. Astha, age 
38, a widow with two children 
who were HIV-negative, said: 
“My children study about HIV/
AIDS in school and the younger 
one advises his grandparents 
not to practice any stigma and 
discrimination against me.” 

An attempt was made to enquire 
about the change in the behaviour 
of other family members.  It was 
observed that very few women 
reported their in-laws becoming 
more caring and supportive after 
the disclosure of their status. In 
a majority of the cases, in-laws 
began taunting, blaming, and 
scolding the women for bringing 
the infection home. All the 
respondents, except four, reported 
discrimination inside their homes, 
such as avoiding eating meals 
together. A number of women 
were thrown out from their in-
laws homes. All the women were 
widows who were deserted by 
their in-laws after the death of 
their husbands. It was seen that 
widows living with HIV/AIDS 
thus faced double discrimination. 
Twenty-six women reported abuse 
from their in-laws. The support 
was extended by their parents and 
there were only five women who 
did not receive any kind of support 
from their parents. The reason 
being that the parents themselves 
were dependent on their sons and 
daughters-in-law and thus could 

not offer any financial or emotional 
support to their HIV-positive 
daughters. There were also a few 
women who did not disclose their 
status to their parents to prevent 
them parents from worrying. 

A majority of the respondents 
said they tried to divert their 
minds and engaged in the care of 
their children. Women with small 
children devoted their entire time 
to child care. It was observed that 
the economic vulnerability of the 
women exposed them to grave 
consequences when faced with 
stigma and discrimination. When 
faced with social ostracism and 
abandonment that often resulted, 
women frequently faced tragic 
consequences because they lacked 
the necessary economic resources 
to cope. Some respondents tried 
to engage themselves in religious 
activity. It was evident that women 
who availed services of voluntary 
organisations were better able to 
come to terms with their illness 
than those who did not. Women 
who availed services from 
government organisations only, 
were found to be more anxious 
about their own and their children’s 
future.  Women who availed one 
or another service from voluntary 
organisations in addition to 
government facilities seemed to be 
better adjusted; they had accepted 
themselves as HIV-positive. While 
government hospitals provided 
them with medical counselling 
related to HIV, they were able to 
avail additional services provided 
by voluntary organizations, 
including school uniform and 
shoes for children, reimbursement 
of children’s tuition fee, ration 
for the family, financial support 
for income-generating activity, 
reimbursement of medical bills, 
etc.

 Counselling had a positive 
impact. It was observed in 
government hospitals that ART 
centres specialised in conveying 
the message to victims that being 
HIV-positive was not always the 
end of their lives. With proper 
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medical treatment, an HIV-
positive individual can lead a 
healthy life. Of the 17 women who 
sought support from voluntary 
organisations, five who availed 
services from more than one NGO 
were better able to manage their 
homes. They availed nutritional 
and educational support for their 
children.

Here is an example of Sangeeta, 
age 28 years, HIV-positive, who 
lives with her husband, daughter, 
son and her in-laws. Sangeeta has 
studied up to primary school. She 
was married off by her parents as 
soon as she turned 18. Her husband, 
who did not work to earn a living, 
was always seen accompanying 
her in support group meetings 
of the organisation. He used to 
trade in alcohol some years ago 
and was an alcohol addict himself. 
Now he remains unwell. He is 
HIV-positive and is taking anti-
retroviral treatment. Sangeeta’s 
son is nine years old and studies in 
a government school and is HIV-
negative while her daughter who 
is five years old is HIV-positive. 
Soon after Sangeeta’s marriage, her 
husband’s unreasonable absence 
for days and nights together 
indicated something amiss. Later, 
she got to know that he visited 
brothels. She complained to her 
in-laws about the matter but it 
proved futile. When she could not 
tolerate his behaviour anymore, 
she discussed it with her parents. 
That was about six years ago when 
she was expecting her second 
child. She had an argument with 
him, left his house and went to 
her parent’s who consoled her and 
talked to her husband. However, 
his behaviour did not improve. 
Sangeeta, with her parents’ help, 
filed a case against her husband. 
He then assured her he would not 
repeat such behaviour. Concerned 
about her son and an unborn baby, 
she decided to return to her in-
laws place.

Sangeeta’s HIV status was 
revealed to her four years ago 
after her daughter Sonal was born. 

Before that, her husband’s HIV-
positive status was hidden from her 
for two years. During the period, 
he used to fall ill repeatedly and 
be taken to a private doctor by his 
mother and maternal aunt. From 
there, he was referred to the All 
India Institute of Medical Sciences. 
With treatment, his fever dropped 
but Sangeetha was still kept in dark 
about the reason for her husband’s 
poor health. When all this was 
going on and she was constantly 
worried about her husband’s 
falling health, she came across her 
husband’s medical file, which she 
found in the wardrobe beneath 
his clothes. Out of curiosity, she 
opened the file. Though she could 
not understand much, she could 
read ‘HIV/AIDS’ written in it. She 
had learnt about it on television 
and while watching street plays 
during her adolescence. The 
following day, without informing 
her husband and in-laws, she went 
to a government hospital near 
their house, and inquired where 
HIV testing was done. She told the 
doctor she wanted to get herself 
and her children tested for AIDS. 
The doctor was astounded and 
posed several questions. Finally, 
the tests shattered her.

     When Sangeeta returned home, 
she was in a dilemma whether to 
tell her husband or not. She was 
more than scared to tell him that 
she had got herself tested for HIV 
without taking his consent. After a 
lot of introspection she felt when 
she was not responsible for the 
infection then why should she hide 
anything. Her husband got furious 
and scolded her and he finally 
broke down and started crying. He 
confessed his wrongdoing and felt 
extremely remorseful.

Sangeeta faces discrimination, 
though not overt. Her in-laws 
have a separate kitchen and cook 
their own food. While her brother-
in-law does not discriminate, her 
mother-in-law does not let her 
younger brother-in-law wear his 
elder brother’s clothes anymore. 
The mother-in-law loves her 

grandchildren and takes care of 
them when Sangeetha goes out 
to work. But when she falls ill, 
Sangeetha does not depend even 
on her parents for support.  She 
gets herself admitted in the care 
home of a voluntary organisation, 
a considerable distance from home. 
Her husband accompanies her 
everywhere she goes, not because 
of love or concern but because 
of his insecurity. His behaviour 
towards her has worsened. Since 
he does not work, his unoccupied 
mind is always suspicious and 
anxious that that she might leave 
him. “My husband is not scared of 
court case anymore. He says that 
he will put acid on my face if I ever 
leave him. He hears that people 
have extra-marital affairs and if his 
wife starts going out for work then 
she may also be having one,” said 
Sangeetha. She has been working 
with World Vision India for a few 
months now. Her job is to arrange 
support group meetings of people 
living with HIV/AIDS.

Note: Names have been changed to 
protect identity. The study was conducted 
on women belonging to a low socio-
economic status. The specific objectives 
being: to analyse the impact of the HIV 
infection on the social and economic 
lives of women victims; to explore the 
coping strategies adopted by women 
living with HIV/AIDS in dealing with 
stigma and discrimination; to examine 
the type and extent of support available 
to women living with HIV/AIDS; and to 
understand the benefits of counselling 
perceived by the women. The study was 
carried out from July 2007 to March 2008 
in the National Capital Territory (NCT) of 
Delhi. Although a low-prevalence state, 
Delhi is vulnerable since the total high risk 
behaviour population in Delhi exceeds one 
million (NACO, 2007). High risk groups 
include commercial sex workers, MSM 
(men who have sex with men)/eunuchs 
and injecting drug users. Respondents in 
the study were women living with HIV/
AIDS visiting the anti-retroviral treatment 
(ART)) centre of a government hospital 
and women attending the support group 
meetings of selected NGOs in Delhi. Thirty 
HIV-positive women in the age group of 18 
to 45 years were interviewed. Some of the 
respondents were interviewed at the ART 
centre of Guru Tegh Bahadur Hospital, 
a government hospital which offers free 
medical and counselling services. Women 
unwilling to respond and participate in the 
study were not forced to do so. But those 
who did opened their hearts out and broke 
down completely.  
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VIEW FROM THE NORTHEAST

Yes to energy, but 
no to dams

Northeast India is a region that has several issues to grapple with, 
from insurgency, ethnicity and alienation to foreign intrusion, all 
of which draw uninterrupted national and international media 

attention. However, in the recent past, energy or power has emerged as 
an important issue giving rise to a popular movement in the trouble-torn 
region. Particularly, the states of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh have 
witnessed a series of sustained demonstrations against large river dams, 
and farmers' associations, student organisations, civil society groups and 
politicians have joined hands. Undoubtedly, you can notice that lobbying 
for big dams with the aim to generate electricity is also apace. 

Various companies owned by the Indian Union Government and 
the Arunachal Pradesh government in Itanagar maintain their stand, 
stating large river dams are needed to produce electricity. In a recent 
visit to Dhaka, Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Nabam Tuki drew 
the attention of Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina towards the 
hydroelectricity sectors in the Himalayan region. Welcoming a delegation 
from northeast India at her government residence, Ganabhawan, on May 31, 
the Bangladesh premier expressed her interest in either importing electricity 
from Arunachal Pradesh or engaging in joint ventures for hydropower in 
Bangladesh to make up the power deficit (around 1500 MW) there. 

Arunachal Pradesh has an estimated hydropower potential of more than 
60000 MW. The present installed capacity of hydropower projects in the 
thinly populated state is 423 MW. The energy-starved Union Government 
has already initiated construction of over 160 dams across various rivers 
in the state. The 2000 MW Lower Subansiri Hydro-electricity Project in 
Lakhimpur on the Assam-Arunachal border area is in advanced stage 
as the NHPC (formerly the National Hydroelectric Power Corporation) 
has completed 75 per cent of the construction. Various Siang Valley-
based organisations had urged Tuki to scrap the 2700 MW lower Siang 
Hydroelectric Project. In a memorandum sent to the state government 
chief in the first week of June, a number of organisations including the 
Adi Students' Union, Siang Peoples Forum, Nyiko Bachao Forum, Dam 
Affected People of Sirit-Siyom Banggo and Yamne-Duyon Banggo Students 
Union asserted that the rivers were the lifeline of the indigenous people 
and hence any intervention that might create ecological imbalances in the 
bio-diversity-rich state would not be tolerated. Assam witnessed a series of 
massive public demonstrations against river dams across the Brahmaputra, 
most of them located in Arunachal Pradesh. 

A ten-day hunger strike by the popular anti-mega-dam activist Akhil 
Gogoi in Guwahati drew huge public support. Akhil, a member of Anna 
Hazare's Indian against Corruption team, started his indefinite hunger 
strike on May 19 at Lakhidhar Bora Kshetra, demanding the immediate 
halt to the construction of all mega dams in the region. The general 
secretary of Krishak Mukti Sangram Samity, a peasants' body, was shifted 
to Gawahati Medical College Hospital on May 25 by the authorities as his 
health condition deteriorated. He maintained his fast in bed till May 28 
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but broke it following the request 
of anti-corruption crusader Anna 
Hazare. Team Anna member 
Arvind Kejriwal addressed a huge 
public rally in the city, where he 
slammed Assam and Arunachal 
Pradesh governments for their 
anti-people attitude while licensing 
the big dam lobbies to exploit the 
hydroelectricity potential without 
accountability. The outspoken 
social activist also condemned 
the Union Government for its 
insensitive approach to various 
issues related to the livelihood of 
millions of indigenous people in 
the country. Such projects must 
not be at the cost of local people, 
or the environment and ecology of 
any region, he said. 

Assam Chief Minister Traun 
Gogoi insisted that the works 
on dams including the Lower 
Subansiri Project would go 
on irrespective of protests. He 
ruled out any dialogue with 
Akhil during his hunger strike, 
terming it “anti-development”. 
A seminar on energy issues was 
organised by the Indian Chamber 
of Commerce in association with 
the Arunachal Pradesh Energy 
Development Agency and the 
North Eastern Electric Power 
Corporation in Itanagar on May 
25, where most of the speakers 
advocated generating power from 
various sources, including hydro 
electricity. T.Norbu Thongdok, 
parliamentary secretary to 

Arunachal Pradesh PWD, 
while delivering the inaugural 
address,  said that “the dams 
for producing hydropower are 
constructed using best of scientific 
technologies to maximize power 
production and minimise its 
hypothetical negative impacts 
that is being spread throughout 
the state and neighbouring 
Assam”. The bureaucrat-turned-
politician stated that power was 

the most important contributing 
factor in a developed state, and 
so all possible avenues should 
be explored to produce power. 
Since the deposits of fossil fuels 
(coal, gas and oil) were depleting 
alarmingly, we should conserve 
energy by making optimum use of 
such fuels, he stressed. He added 
that harnessing solar, hydro and 
wind energy, all clean, renewable 
and cheap, was the best option.

The ongoing resistance to 
large river dams has turned 
into a popular movement in 
Assam. The activists and their 
sympathisers seem unanimous 
in the view that the proposed 
mega hydroelectricity projects in 
the two states will be devastating 
for the region. 

Arvind Kejriwal came to Guwahati to convince Akhil Gogoi to end his 
fast against the larger dams in northeast India. Anna Hazare also 
asked the Assamese activist to stop his hunger strike.

Participants at the meeting. 
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Calcutta – where Hindi 
journalism took root

The first Hindi newspaper Oodhund Martand, a weekly was published 
in Calcutta on May 30, 1826 “in the interest of Hindustanis”. However, 
its editor Yugal Kishore Shukla (Jooghol Kishore Sookool in some 

documents) faced many difficulties in running it. He was not allowed 
postal concession and had to close down the paper in a year. He made an 
attempt to start another paper in 1850 called Samyadani Martand but it also 
failed.  The second Hindi newspaper Bangadoot was published in 1829 by 
Raja Ram Mohan Roy and Dwarika Prasad Thakore with Nilratan Haldar 
as its editor. Besides Hindi, it was also published in English, Bengali and 
Persian. 

The first Hindi daily, Samachar Sudha Varshan, came out in June 1854 from 
Calcutta with Shyam Sundar Sen as editor and publisher. It was a bilingual 
paper in which market and shipping reports were published in Hindi, the 
rest in Bengali. Between 1850 and 1857 a number of Hindi newspapers 
were published. Among them were Benaras Akbar, Sudhakar Tatwa Bodhini, 
Patrika and Sathya. Benaras Akhbar (1849) was the first paper to first paper to 
introduce the Devnagari script in the North-west Provinces. Some papers 
of the time used to carry both Hindi and Urdu names and used to publish 
news in both languages in parallel columns, for example Sarvopkarak 
(Mufid-ul-Khaliaq), published from Agra in 1861 and the Bharat Khandamitra 
(Ab-i-hayat-i-Hind), published in 1864. But the trend did not last long.  

A literary magazine which set the standard for Hindi journals in the early 
years of the century was Saraswathi, a monthly edited by Mahavir Prasad 
Dwibedy. It standardised the style and pattern of Hindi journalism and 
developed literary criticism and book reviews. It became the torchbearer 
for later day Hindi journalists who cultivated its prose style. Newspapers 
such as Bharat Mitra (1878), Sarsudhanidhi (1879), Uchit Wakta (1880) and 
Hindi Bangavasi (1890) were published from Calcutta during the last three 
decades of 19th century. Bharat Mitra became the leading Hindi newspaper 
of the time under the dynamic stewardship of its early editors, Balmukund 
Gupta and Ambika Prasad Bajpai. Some 150 papers and journals were 
either started or restarted between 1884 and 1894. The contents of most of 
the papers were concerned with social or religious subjects, many of them 
were sectional, some were political and a few set a high literary standard.” 
(1)

The beginning of the 20th century saw the birth of many Hindi dailies 
in Bombay, Calcutta and Patna. The more prominent among them were Sri 
Venkateswar Samachar and Calcutta Samachar. Viswamitra, which was started 
after Calcutta Samachar became defunct, offered serious competition to 
Bharat Mitra from 1918. Hindi journalism made rapid progress during the 
First World War period and many outstanding journalists came to the fore, 
including Ganga Prasad Gupta, Nanda Kumar Deo Dharma, M.P.  Dwivedi, 
Hari Krishna Jouhar, Chhote Ram Shukla, Indra Vidyavachaspati, Shri 
Ram Pandey, Lakshminarayan Garde and Narmada Prasad Misra. One 
of the foremost Hindi journalists who earned a name for his patriotism 
was Ganesh Shanker Vidyarthi. In 1913, he brought out a weekly, Pratap, 
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from Kanpur. He made the 
supreme sacrifice in 1931 for the 
cause of Hindu-Muslim unity. 
Krishna Dutt Paliwal brought 
out Sainik from Agra which 
became a staunch propagator 
of nationalism in Western UP. 
The noted Congress leader, 
Swami Shradhanand, started 
the publication of Hindi journal 
Vir Arjun and Urdu journal Tej. 
After the assassination of Swami 
Shradhanand, Vidyavachaspathi 
and Lala Deshbandhu Gupta, 
both prominent Congress leaders, 
continued the publication of the 
journals. 

At the turn of the century 
almost all Calcutta-based Hindi 
newspapers went vocal against the 
suppressive and divisive policies 
of the Raj. It marked the beginning 
– in 1907 – of two outstanding 
magazines: Nrisinha and Devnagar. 
Nrisinha edited by Ambika Prasad 
Vajpayee, a staunch supporter of 
Lokmanya Tilak, was a political 
magazine and it joined the protest 
against British rule. Devnagar on 
the other hand tried to work on a 
uniform script. (2)

In 1920, Aj was started in 
Banaras. It played a notable part 
in the freedom struggle. Its first 

2. Justice Sarada Charan Mitra’s organisation Ek Lipi Vistar Parishad, established in 1905 to promote the cause of Independence and present 
write-ups of various languages in a uniform script, Devnagari, launched the magazine Devnagar as the Parishad mouthpiece in 1907.  The 
Origin and Growth of Hindi Journalism in Kolkata, Prof(Dr.) Krishna Bihari Mishra, Press Club, Kolkata, 2005 
3. Article 343(1) of the Constitution provides that Hindi in Devanagari script shall be the official language of the Union.

editor was Sri Prakasa, a great 
freedom fighter who occupied 
positions of power and prestige 
in free India. He was assisted by 
Babu Rao Vishnu Parakar whose 
contribution to the development of 
Hindi Journalism was considerable. 
Espousing the national cause and 
waging a never-ending battle with 
the alien rulers, Aj was a   bulwark 
of the Indian National Congress 
and its main focus was to spread the 
message of freedom to the Hindi-
speaking masses of Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Nepal. 
It set the tone and style for Hindi 
journalism and was acclaimed for 
its impartial objective reporting 
and illuminating and fearless 
editorials. A balanced blending of 
national and international news 
was one of its strong features. 
In Patna, Desh, a weekly, was 
an influential journal and the 
mouthpiece of the Congress. It was 
founded by Babu Rajendra Prasad 
and his friends in 1920. But it was 
not a profitable venture and had to 
close down. 

In 1924, there were 102 Hindi 
newspapers; four of them were 
dailies (AJ, Banaras; Swatantra, 
Calcutta; Arjun, Delhi; and Calcutta 
Samachar, Calcutta) According 

to  one historian, until 1926, 
Hindi dailies were not financially 
successful.  “Their get-up and 
printing was poor, the reading 
material not quite up to the mark 
and the editorials unwieldy and 
lengthy. The weeklies were better 
edited and got up.” Among the 
well-known better-produced 
weeklies were Bhavishya (Kanpur), 
Karmaveer (Khandwa) and Sainik 
(Agra). Among the important 
Hindi dailies which flourished in 
1930 were: Viswamitra and Bharat 
Mitra (Calcutta), Savadho Bharat 
(Bombay). Lokkat (Jabalpur), 
Variman (Kanpur), Milap (Lahore) 
besides AJ (Banaras), Arjun(Delhi) 
and Lokmanya (Calcutta).

As the freedom struggle gained 
momentum, there was a steady 
rise in Hindi journalism in terms 
of quality and quantity. More 
number of Hindi publications 
took birth in almost all the 
north Indian states and also in 
Maharashtra, Bengal and Andhra 
Pradesh, especially Hyderabad. 
Hindi publications, like other 
language publications, by and 
large supported the nationalist 
movement and faced suppression 
from the British rulers. One of 
the important Hindi dailies to be 

Postage stamps in memory of some 
of the pioneers (l-r): Ganesh Sankar 
Vidyarthi, Swami Shraddhanand, and 
Puran Chandra Gupta. 
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published from the capital was 
Hindustan, sister newspaper of the 
Hindustan Times, started in 1936.  
Wide news coverage and a variety 
of special features marked the 
Hindustan. Started in 1940, Aryavari 
of Patna was a sister publication 
of the Indian Nation and enjoyed 
considerable influence.

Hindi journalism grew even 
more rapidly after Independence 
when Hindi was adopted as the 
official language of India.(3)  This 
also helped spread the Hindi 
language nationwide. The Nav 
Bharat Times of the Times of India 
Group started in Delhi in 1950. The 
Amrita Patrika of Allahabad was 
another notable Hindi daily which 
was well-known for its trenchant 
editorials. By 1964, Hindi had the 
largest number of newspapers 
among language papers. The trend 
of publishing multiple editions 
from different states helped Hindi 
newspapers to increase their reach 
and circulation. According to the 

Registrar of Newspapers in India, 
the total number of publications 
in Hindi was 27527 in 2007-8, 
including 3418 daily newspapers 
and 12793 weeklies.

By mid 2011, Hindi daily Dainik 
Jagran claimed to be the largest 
read newspaper of the world. Six 
out of the top ten newspapers with 
the highest number of readership 
in India were Hindi. According to 
the Indian Readership Survey Q-4) 
(4)  the top ten largest read Hindi 
newspapers are: Dainik Jagran 
(readership: 164.1 lakh),(5)  Dainik 
Bhaskar(6)  (146 lakh), Hindustan(7)  
(120.4 lakh), Amar Ujala(8)  (88.4 
lakh), Rajasthan Patrika(9)  ( 68.47 
lakh), Punjab Kesari (33.30 lakh),  
Navbharat Times(10)  (25.73 lakh) 
Prabhat Khabar(11)  (21.87 lakh), 
Patrika (17.87 lakh) and Nai 
Dunia(12) (16.49  lakh). All of the 
newspapers have multiple editions 
from different cities and states. 
Hindi newspapers are published 
from several states. Besides the 

north Indian Hindi belt, sizable 
numbers of Hindi publications are 
there in West Bengal, Maharashtra, 
Gujarat and other states. There 
are two good Hindi dailies from 
Hyderabad – Swatantra Vaartha 
and Milap. Kolkata-based Sanmarg 
has an edition from Bhubaneswar, 
Odisha, too.

Radio: Broadcasting started 
in India in June 1923 with 
programmes by the Radio Club of 
Bombay, followed by other radio 
clubs. Then, by an agreement 
of 1926, the private Indian 
Broadcasting Company (IBC) was 
granted permission to operate two 
radio stations; the Bombay station 
was inaugurated on 23 July 1927, 
the Calcutta station followed. 
The first ever news bulletin in 
the country went on the air from 
the Bombay Station on July 23, 
1927 under IBC. Until 1935, two 
bulletins, one each in English and 
Hindustani were broadcast from 
Bombay and a bulletin in Bengali 
was broadcast from Calcutta. IBC 
went into liquidation in March, 
1930 following which broadcasting 
came under the direct control of 
the Government of India. The 
service was designated as the 
Indian State Broadcasting Service. 
It was renamed All India Radio 
(AIR) on June 8, 1936.(13) 

The real breakthrough in news 
broadcasting came after January 
1936 when the first news bulletin 
from the Delhi Station went on the 
air on January 19, 1936 coinciding 
with the starting of its transmission. 
Besides, news bulletins in English 
and Hindustani, talks on current 
affairs were also started from the 
station in both the languages. 

4. http://mruc.net/irs2011q4_%20toplines.pdf
5. Dainik Jagran was founded by Puranchandra Gupta in Jhansi in 1942. In 1947 Dainik Jagran shifted its headquarters to Kanpur, where it 
launched its second edition on 21 September 1947. Currently, Dainik Jagran’s 36 editions are published across eleven states of India.
6. Dainik Bhaskar was first published in Bhopal and Gwalior of the Central Province. The newspaper was launched in year 1956 to fulfill the 
need for a Hindi language daily, by the name Subah Savere in Bhopal and Good Morning India in Gwalior; in 1957 it was renamed Bhaskar 
Samachar; in 1958, it was renamed Dainik Bhaskar
7. The Hindi daily Hindustan was launched in 1936.
8. Amar Ujala was launched on April 18, 1948. Presently it has a strong base in western UP and Uttaranchal.
9. Rajasthan Patrika was first published as an evening newspaper on 7th March 1956. It became a morning newspaper in 1964.
10. Navbharat Times was published on the 3rd of April, 1947. It was the only Hindi publication those days to use rotary machines for 
producing the paper. A skeletal staff of 12 people used to produce a 6 pager newspaper which was then sold for one anna. It was the first 
Hindi newspaper to have editions in Calcutta, Lucknow, Patna and Jaipur. However, later several of these editions were closed.

A screen shot of the masthead of an issue of Prabhat Khabar.
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When India became independent 
in 1947 the AIR network had only 
six stations (in Delhi, Bombay, 
Calcutta, Madras, Lucknow, and 
Tiruchi). AIR made rapid progress 
after Independence. By 2008-
09, it had 231 radio stations. The 
entertainment channel of AIR, 
Vividh Bharati (started in October 
1957), helped in popularising 
Hindi music and language through 
its film music-based programmes. 
AIR FM Rainbow and FM Gold 
channels also have large Hindi 
language content. In India, All 
India Radio - the public service 
broadcaster- had monopoly on 
radio broadcast till 2000. In May 
2000, the Government of India 
opened the sector for participation 
by the private FM broadcasters 
and offered 108 frequencies in 40 
cities for open tender bidding. 

The first private FM station 
in India was Radio City, which 
started functioning in Bangalore 
in 2001. The number of listeners 
grew. However, the government 
policy of charging higher licensing 
fee made private radio stations 
financially unviable. Of the 108 
licenses issued, only 22 became 
operational in 12 cities. In the 
second phase of development 
in 2005, the government became 
flexible and accommodating, kick-
starting rapid expansion of radio 
in the private domain. Backed by 
new industry-friendly policies, 
the number of radio stations 
increased.  By end-2009, a total of 
248 private FM stations and 171 
FM transmitters of AIR stations 
were operational in the country. 
Maharashtra had the largest 
number of private FM stations 
(31) followed by Uttar Pradesh 
and Tamil Nadu (21 each) and 
Rajasthan (19). Almost all private 
FM stations across the country 
have Hindi music as part of their 
content. In the Hindi belt, it is the 
staple.

Television: Terrestrial tele- 
vision in India started with the 
experimental telecast starting in 
Delhi on 15 September 1959. The 

regular daily transmission started 
in 1965 as a part of All India Radio 
(AIR). The television service was 
extended to Bombay and Amritsar 
in 1972. Until 1975, only seven 
Indian cities had a television service 
and Doordarshan remained the 
sole provider of television in India. 
Television services were separated 
from AIR in 1976. National telecasts 
and colour transmission were 
introduced in 1982. Serials such as 
Ramayana, Mahabharata, Humlog 
were very popular. The next 
decade saw the growth and spread 
of satellite television channels 
both in the government and 
private domain, thanks to a series 
of economic and social reforms 
starting in 1991, which allowed 
private and foreign broadcasters 
to engage in operations in India. 
Foreign channels such as CNN and 
Star TV, and domestic channels 
such as Zee TV and Sun TV started 
satellite broadcasts. Starting with 
41 sets in 1962 and one channel, 
by 1991 TV in India covered more 
than 70 million homes giving a 
viewing population of more than 
400 million individuals through 
more than 100 channels. The next 
decade saw a more rapid expansion 
– vertical and horizontal. Both the 
number of people watching and 
the channels grew at breakneck 
speed.

By mid 2011, there were more 
than 100 Hindi news channels 
including Aaj Tak, IBN-7, Azad 
NEWS, Maurya TV, AryanNews, 
News 7 Network, Khoj India, India 
TV, Raftaar News Channel, Live 
India, NDTV India, India News, 
News 24, Press TV, Sudarshan 
News, Sahara Samay, STAR News, 
Zee News, Zee Business, DD News, 
Total TV, A2Z News, Crime Nazar 
News, Channel No. 1, S-7 News, 
Mahua news, ETV Bihar, Time 
Today, DayNightnews, Jansandesh.
tv, GNN News, P7, TV 24 News, 
newsxpress,  tv9 Mumbai, Sea 
News, Taaza TV, etc.

New Media: Rajasthan Patrika 
claims be the first Hindi newspaper 
to go online in 1999. By early 2012, 

almost all major Hindi newspapers, 
television channels and radio 
stations had their presence in the 
cyber world. Several newspapers 
had e-paper versions as well. There 
were numerous Hindi language 
news sites. Several newspapers 
like Raipur-based Deshabandhu 
had started disseminating news 
on the mobile platform either as a 
free or a paid service. <

The ADS Group will be launching 
a national educational daily 
newspaper, Shiksha News, on 
August 15. Targeted at students, the 
paper will cover news and issues 
related to education. It will be in 
English and Hindi. Speaking to 
exchange4media, Suraj Deshpremi, 
director, Shikha News says, 
“Shiksha News will be different 
from other newspapers as it will 
cover each and every aspect of the 
education sector and will target 
primary schools to universities. 
As per our research, there is no 
newspaper that is reaching out 
to students on a daily basis and if 
there is any, then it is a paper or 
supplement that comes out on a 
weekly or fortnightly basis.” The 
cover price of the newspaper will be 
Rs 2. The paper will have 16 pages 
– all in colour. Going forward, 
depending on reader response, the 
number of pages might be increased. 
Given the young target audience, 
the newspaper will carry ads 
related to bicycles, motorcycles, 
chocolates and confectionaries, 
fashion, and so on. The paper will 
be targeting teachers, professors, 
schools, colleges and universities. It 
will also push for institutional sales. 
Shiksha News will be circulated in 
Delhi-NCR, Mumbai, Gujarat, Uttar 
Pradesh, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh 
and Maharashtra.

Shiksha News launch 
on Independence Day

<



45July-September 2012 VIDURA

A career for those with 
unadulterated wanderlust

Must be willing to travel to exotic foreign lands and/or exotic local 
destinations, must have fancy camera to capture the beauty and 
essence of said travel experience, must be able to stay at five-star 

hotels and resorts with spas and must be willing to do all that on company 
time. That is what most people understand when I say I am a travel 
photographer.  The lines missing in between should read – must also be 
willing to endure coach travel in cramped airplanes with as many stopovers 
as possible or try and see the charm of a second-class rail compartment on a 
journey of more than 24 hours, must be willing to endure a billion shots to 
go to several locations that are deemed as “untouched gems”, must endure 
everything from dysentery  to gastroenteritis to assimilate as much of the 
local culture as possible within a cramped three-day trip, must be willing 
to rough it out and last but definitely not the least – must come back with as 
many diverse photographs as possible, despite some or all of the above. 

That almost sounded like a rant, but no, people like me who choose to be 
in this field tend to relish the idea of such experiences so much more than 
just having a stamp in a passport or lounging by the infinity pool of a star 
resort. It is the primary requisite of being a travel writer or photographer, 
everything else comes later. It is pure, unadulterated wanderlust and if you 
have it, then read on.

As a travel photographer there are certain aspects to look for in a picture 
– does it have a sense of place, does 
it capture the essence of everyday 
life, does it capture the locals going 
about their lives and does it capture 
at least a small part of a unique 
culture?  Each of the aspects is self-
explanatory. But there is one thread 
that sets one photographer apart 
from another – soul. Capturing 
the soul of a place and delivering 
it as a personal experience is a 
tough job to do. As a rule, if a 
photo needs explanation then it 
is considered a miserable failure, 
so in order to arrest the soul on a 
5x7 it becomes highly necessary 
to research and understand the 
nuances of a destination. It is extremely vital to soak up every last drop of 
culture oozing out of the place. It becomes necessary to move away from 
the maddening crowds and get lost on the streets of an unknown city, just 
to gain a different and personal perspective. 

The most compelling travel stories are the ones that are rife with personal 
experiences that could not have been had in your backyard. There are 
bucket loads of tales out there but none are more interesting than the ones 
with personal anecdotes; they provide a sense of the writer having been 
there, who is now taking you – the reader – on a virtual journey. Travel 
photography is no different, the same principles apply – the picture has to 

The writer is a travel, portrait and 
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student at the New York Institute 
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Historical landmark and architecture: 
Humayun's Tomb in New Delhi; the 
grandeur, scale and symmetry is visible 
from any angle.
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leap out, grab your attention and 
infect you with a bad case of the 
travel bug while it perfectly brings 
to the fore personal experiences 
of taste, smell and sight. Pictures 
that weave a story of say a person 
– who they are, where they are 
from and what they do, all in one 
frame – perchance the picture of 
a boat lady selling her wares at 
the floating market in Thailand. 
Pictures of a religious ceremony 
perhaps, capturing the essence 
of the ritual and its symbolic 
prominence, possibly the picture 
of a Balinese funeral, which is 
more a celebration to which they 
wear their finest clothes and invite 
everyone in the village to come 
and party with them. Interesting 
perspectives on architectural 
wonders, which overflow with 

history in every brick and give a 
sense of place, grandeur and time. 
A nighttime view of Manhattan 
from Brooklyn can be stereotypical, 
but weave a picture of the many 
photographers cramming the tiny 
little space along the riverfront to 
take that shot and of the 50 or so 
couples getting their engagement 
portraits done with the city as the 
backdrop; it explains the energy 
and congestion that is so typically 
Manhattan. Thinking about 

possible shots and planning for 
them goes a long, long way not 
just in the crop you get to harvest 
but also in packing the equipment 
you require.

As it is with photojournalism, 
travel photography is ruled by 
the same set of ethics. Presenting 
a picture that is as accurate 
as possible is of paramount 
importance. Travel photography 
is not the genre where advanced 
Photoshop skills are required. 
Sensitivity towards those being 
photographed is crucial, as much 
as a photograph is an opinion it 
is also considered a fact when 
published – so be mindful not 
to project an extremely skewed 
picture of your travels. Bias is 
perhaps the worst enemy and an 
open mind, your best friend.  As 
much as a Balinese funeral is a 
celebration, it doesn’t mean you 

land in the centre of it and get 
trigger-happy – stay out of the 
way, use a long lens and click 
away. While taking portraits of 
people at, say a market, be polite 
and ask if you can take a picture, 
unless it’s a candid shot. If refused, 
smile and walk away. Ethics don’t 
always mean how the final image 
is portrayed; it also means what 
goes into it as well. Work hard at 
getting as near to perfection out of 
the camera as possible; it’s tough 
to do that and it takes a good 
amount of practice to be at the 
right place at the right time, but it 
isn’t impossible.  It is tons of hard 
work that goes into researching 
and planning a travel photography 
sojourn, but I believe what Paul 
Theroux once said:  “Travel is 
glamorous, only in retrospect.” 
How true! 

A cityscape: New York City skyline and the Manhattan Bridge serve as incredible 
backdrops for engagement-announcement portraits. 

A travel portrait: A woman sells fresh 
fruit right off her boat in Thailand, 
while she keeps in touch with the 
rest of the world on her hands-free 
earphones.

A cultural moment 
in Bali: A funeral 
procession at a 
temple where the 
entire village gathers 
to pray before they 
go back for a party 
to celebrate the life 
of the departed.

<
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Remember the basics 
in reporting

Why a career in journalism? Because it is among the most fascinating 
and satisfying; and because it is also materially rewarding, 
thanks to a series of wage board awards. A stronger reason is 

that journalism holds a service component that few other careers have. By 
helping to provide an accurate account of every kind of development, you 
assist in the framing of truly informed policies that are in the people’s best 
interests; you will also possibly help shape true leaders. Can there be a 
greater service in a developing country? 

 Why reporting? Because this is what mainly constitutes journalism: 
the reports in a newspaper are what are preeminent; comment takes but 
a second place. Also, reporting is what is truly challenging, compelling 
you to give your best to it. By definition, a reporter is one who gathers 
information and writes reports for publication in a newspaper or magazine. 
He does this in a variety of ways. Spot reporting, of meetings, deliberations 
and the like, is one. Interviews with newsmakers, and profiles of these, 
are another. Supplying background pieces (or backgrounders) to throw 
comprehensive light on news developments, or analytical pieces explaining 
such developments is a third. One more is investigative reporting.

Qualities required in a reporter. I would place humility and 
comprehensive knowledge at the very top. Humility, basically because you 
need to get along with a wide variety of people; and any airs on your part 
will put them off and make your job difficult. As for your knowledge, it has 
to be truly comprehensive and reasonably deep: you are expected to report 
on a wide gamut of subjects, from the sublime to the ridiculous; and you 
need to be genuinely knowledgeable to be able to do so.

How do you prepare for your vocation? Through reading, and more 
reading, in a planned, disciplined manner, on every topic under the sun. 
You need particularly to read your newspaper closely; read also some good 
magazines; and watch TV news bulletins. If you can, learn shorthand; it has 
not lost its utility even today. But you have to learn to resort to it selectively, 
mainly for obtaining verbatim the text of the more important parts of what 
one says. 

What tools do you require? For reference, a full-size, current dictionary, 
a thesaurus and an atlas. Make consulting the dictionary a regular habit: 
please don’t take for granted the meaning of words you use The thesaurus 
is essential to provide your synonyms where you need to use more than one 
word with the same or similar meaning in a report. The atlas is similarly 
essential to afford you a precise sense of location of what you write about. 
You need also a handy encyclopaedia – to be able to obtain at least some 
initial information on the subject you are writing about, which you can then 
expand by searching the Net. You can also equip yourself with a handheld 
tape recorder, for obtaining verbatim texts.

Can you also equip yourself with a computer? It is useful primarily 
for typing your material. (Keep improving your keyboard skills, so that 
you can type out fast copy when necessary.) Perhaps a more important 
use is browsing the Internet for reference material. Refdesk.com is a 
comprehensive Web site for reference. Bartleby.com is an excellent site 
for literary reference material. AskJeeves.com is another excellent site for 
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all kinds of information. These 
are in addition to other search 
engines like Google, AltaVista 
and Yahoo. A word of caution: 
some of the material on the Net is 
hardly reliable; and you need to 
check with more than one source 
to secure what you require. For, 
accuracy is the most vital element 
in newspaper reporting.

I would also suggest a camera. 
With photographs increasingly 
used, your value to your news 
organisation will be enhanced 
considerably if you can take 
professional quality pictures 
(whether with a digital camera 
or an SLR) and attach them to 
whatever you write. Other vital 
requirements for your writing 
style: simplicity, clarity, and 
euphony (or the use of pleasant-
sounding words rather than 
harsh-sounding ones). And, to 
some extent, brevity. Also, keep 
your sentences short, but not to 
the point of it becoming a fetish. 
One more point: the kernel of 
what you want to say must be 
in the opening sentence of your 
report, or at least in your opening 
paragraph. Associated Press news 
reports are exemplary in this and 
other respects.

A carefully, attractively, drafted 
curriculum vitae – or summary 
of your academic qualifications, 
professional experience, activities 
that merit mentioning, and 
achievements or honours, together 
with an indication of what you 
are looking for – is your calling 
card as you seek to make your 
way into some news organisation. 
You know how to draft the CV – 
starting with your latest academic 
qualification and going backwards 
– but limit it to one page: few 
have the patience to look at a long 
CV. And make sure that it is an 
effective summary that will secure 
for you what you seek. (The CV is 
also called a resume. It used also to 
be referred to as bio-data but that 
word seems no longer in vogue.) In 
the US, a person’s precise objective 
in sending out his resume – such 

as “an entry-level position in 
your reporting department” or 
“a senior sub-editor’s position” – 
is always stated at the start. The 
Internet offers sample resumes. See 
Refdesk, particularly jobweb.com/
resumes; see also monster.com.

Interviews/Profiles
The AP Reporting Handbook talks 

of “solid interview techniques.” 
These are techniques that you need 
to evolve yourself on the basis of 
your intelligence and experience, 
adapting them appropriately to 
suit the person interviewed. There 
is no single, unvarying, technique. 
You, literally, proceed on your 
wits. Especially in making the 
initial approach and making your 
subject open up. It helps if you are 
well-informed, have an agreeable 
personality, and, besides, have 
done your homework. 

Learn as much as you can about 
your subject (look up the Who’s 
Who; read also about the subject’s 
field of work); and prepare a list of 
questions to ask. At the interview, 
improvise as you go along. And 
keep a low profile: don’t draw 
attention to yourself. Make the 
subject feel comfortable about 
talking to you. Most important, 
earn his trust. How? By your 
personality, by the way you speak. 
In your report, quote the person 
accurately; assess him fairly.

Accuracy, fairness, and 
readability are the basic components 
of good interviews/profiles. Also, 
illuminate the person, throw light 
on his area of work and enlighten 
the reader with new information, 
new insights. If you are doing a 
profile, describe the person; add a 
sense of time and place and mood. 
Add colour, as my editors used to 
advise. 

Are there good books on 
interviewing? One is Writers at 
Work: the Paris Review Interviews 
with a wide variety of literary 
lions. I have yet to see more 
thoroughgoing interviews. A 
second is the Italian journalist 
Oriana Fallaci’s book of aggressive 

interviews with world leaders, 
Interview with History. It includes 
one with Indira Gandhi.

For profiles, the book to read 
is Life Stories: Profiles from the New 
Yorker. Read especially the novelist 
Truman Capote’s profile of the film 
actor Marlon Brando.

The news that fills a newspaper 
is gathered by reporters at various 
levels: the local or metropolitan 
level at the centre where the paper 
is published and where the great 
bulk of its readers are; at the state 
level (again, where the paper is 
located); at the capital level; and 
at one or more centres abroad. 
(This is true, largely, of the news 
bulletins on radio and television 
also).

At the local level, reporters 
collect news from the municipal 
corporation (about its deliberations 
and activities); the police (about 
crime and the law and order 
situation); courts, including the 
high court (about cases before 
them or judicial developments); 
political party offices (about their 
local activities); the university 
and education establishments 
(about events and developments 
in the education field). Besides, 
conferences, public meetings 
and events such as processions 
and demonstrations need to 
be covered. The entire range of 
performing arts, especially cinema, 
also yields news. So does the 
sports arena. All this workis done 
by the metro reporters, headed by 
a chief reporter. Every department 
of the state government has news 
to offer. So has the state legislature 
when in session – and often even 
during the off-session period. So 
do political parties. Coverage of 
all this news is by reporters in a 
state bureau or, where there is no 
such bureau, by those belonging 
to the metro pool. At the capital 
level, news is gathered from every 
branch of the Central Government, 
Parliament, and political party 
offices by the national bureau. 

Note: This is the first of a two-part series.

<
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The conversational style
The most readable feature stories in magazines and newspapers are 

written in the conversational style. Plain English experts have laid 
much emphasis on the write-the-way-you-talk principle. In How To 

Take The Fog Out Of Writing, Robert Gunning says: “A conversational tone 
is one of the best avenues to good writing.” The choice of words, the syntax 
and the human voice constitute the conversational style. 

This style is easy to achieve on radio and television. In The Art Of Plain 
Talk, Rudolf Flesch writes: “When we are talking, of course, we don’t 
use any punctuation marks. We use a system of shorter or longer pauses 
between words to join or separate our ideas, and we raise or lower our 
voice to make things sound emphatic or casual. In other words, we make 
ourselves understood not only by words but also by pauses and by stress 
or pitch.”      

But how to reproduce the conversational tone in print? Flesch has an 
answer: “Punctuation gets pauses and stress (but not pitch) on paper.” His 
punctuation system takes care of normal pause, shorter pause and longer 
pause between words and between sentences. His system also indicates 
whether utterances have normal stress or emphasis or no stress. Let us take 
a brief look at pause and stress:

Pause
Shorter pause between words: use hyphen (eg. If you say no-work no-pay, 
then I say no- pay no-work.)
Shorter pause between sentences: use semi-colon (eg. I came; I saw; I 
conquered.) or colon (eg. Three things I like most: chess, poetry and 
mathematics.)
Normal pause between words: use usual spacing (eg. I came and saw and 
conquered.)
Normal pause between sentences:  use the full stop (eg. I came. I saw. I 
conquered.) 
Longer pause between words: use em-dash (eg. The greatest symbol — 
zero.)
Longer pause between sentences: use a new paragraph 

Stress
No stress: use parenthesis ( )
Normal stress: use the usual type of upright letters  
Emphasis: use italics or bold type

Here are some other considerations for achieving a conversational style:

* Use words that are short and easy to say (monosyllables or disyllables)
* Use words that are familiar to the average reader
* Use contractions such as I’ve, isn’t, haven’t and aren’t
* Use words that are concrete, which refer to people and things 
* Use the active voice instead of the passive
* Use questions and exclamations wherever appropriate

Human Interest Measure (HIM)
Flesch developed a formula called Human Interest Score (Scale: 0 to 100) 

based on two variables: personal words and personal sentences. The greater 
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the score, the greater the human 
interest. Flesch also used a five-
point scale to describe the level of 
human interest in a feature story. 
He measured science magazines 
(dull), trade publications (mildly 
interesting), digests (interesting), 
New Yorker (highly interesting) 
and fiction (dramatic). 

His formula is complicated as it 
involves two factors 3.635 and 0.314. 
Those who are fond of decimals 
may read Flesch’s original article 
of 1948 titled A New Readability 
Yardstick in William H. Dubay’s 
book Unlocking Language. 

Here I wish to present a useful 
simplification of his formula. Let 
us call it HIM (human interest 
measure). The formula involves 
the number of personal references 
(pr) in 100 words and the number 
of conversational sentences (cs) in 
10 sentences. 

Personal references are what 
Flesch calls ‘personal words’: 
“(a) All first-, second-, and third-
person pronouns except the 
neuter pronouns it, its, itself, and 
they, them, their, theirs, themselves 
if referring to things rather than 
people, (b) All words that have 
masculine or feminine natural 
gender, e.g. Jones, Mary, father, 
sister, iceman, actress. Do not count 
common-gender words like teacher, 
doctor, employee, assistant, spouse.  
Count singular and plural forms, 

(c) The group of words people (with 
the plural verb) and     folks.”

Conversational sentences are 
(a) utterances within quotes or 
indirect speech (b) imperative 
sentences (c) interjections and (d) 
sentence fragments (eg. With a 
dagger.) whose meaning depend 
on their previous sentences (eg. 
How did Brutus kill Caesar?) 
The formula is simple: HIM = pr 
+ cs 

Scale: 0 to 3 (dull); 4 to 6 (mildly 
interesting); 7 to 13 (interesting); 
14 to 19 (highly interesting); and 
20+ (dramatic). 

Rule of thumb
In every 10 sentences, let there 

be at least two conversational 
sentences; and in every 100 words, 
at least 7 personal references. 

Now for a final quote from Jyoti 
Sanyal’s Indlish: “All the stories 
we heard as children were full of 
dialogue. We heard what the fox 
said to persuade the tiger to re-
enter the cage the Brahmin had 
freed it from, and what the tiger 
said to justify his decision to gobble 
his benefactor. We all remember 
what the ants told the grasshopper, 
who’d only fiddled the whole 
summer, while they’d worked to 
save food for the winter. Dialogue 
and description made those tales 
live — and often, dialogue was the 
more important device.”

Pulitzer winner at World Editors Forum
Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter Jeffrey Gettleman of the New York Times is 

among the speakers who will talk to participants at the 19th World Editors 
Forum, to be held 2-5 September in Kiev, Ukraine, together with the 64th 
World Newspaper Congress, the global summit meetings of the world’s 
newspapers and news publishers. Gettleman, the Times’ Nairobi bureau chief, 
won the Pulitzer Prize for International Reporting in 2012 for his “vivid reports, 
often at personal peril, on famine and conflict in East Africa, a neglected but 
increasingly strategic part of the world.” He will address an Editors Forum 
session entitled ‘Two-speed journalism’, dealing with the currently evolving 
dichotomy between high-speed, interactive digital journalism at one end of 
the spectrum and a re-emerging focus on long-form stories at the other end. 
Both use creative but widely different storytelling tools and techniques. <

<
Prabhat Khabar 
revamps content

Prabhat Khabar has embarked 
on an exercise to revamp its content 
strategy to strike a “perfect balance 
between changes in the society and 
how journalism should deal with 
them”, according to Harivansh, the 
editor-in-chief. The exercise is being 
undertaken in Patna. He adds that 
with technology changing rapidly, 
Prabhat Khabar decided to set up 
a management team and undertake 
a survey amongst readers in Patna 
to gauge preferences. The survey 
revealed what readers wanted. 
Prabhat Khabar will now focus more 
on its feature pages. Supplement 
Avsar has now been merged with 
the main edition of the paper. There 
are plans to increase the feature 
pages, offering content aimed at 
young parents or young readers (Bal 
Prabhat) and entrepreneurs (Fursat). 
Throughout the week, the paper will 
offer different content on a wide 
variety of topics such as politics, 
health, management, technology, 
relationship and so on.

Nav Bihar Times to 
have 10 new editions 

Aurangabad-based Nav Bihar 
Times is all set to launch 10 new 
editions in different cities of Bihar, 
Jharkhand, Delhi and Uttar Pradesh. 
The expansion will start from Bokaro 
followed by Gaya, Lucknow, Kanpur, 
Saharanpur, Delhi, Patna, Ranchi 
and Jamshedpur. The newspaper 
will have an initial print-run of 
21000 copies and be priced at Rs 
2. The paper will offer education 
and entertainment supplement every 
Monday.

<
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REMEMBERING HOMAI VYARAWALLA

She worked magic 
with the camera

Homai Vyarawalla was 
one of the most low-profile, 
illustrious photojournalists 
India has ever produced. Her 
peak years as a photojournalist 
were from 1938 to 1970. The 
photographs she took of the 
first ever tricolour hoisting 
after Independence, the death 
of Mahatma Gandhi, and 
Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru releasing a pigeon are 
now a part of the national 
archives. Her photographs 
narrate the story of India 
in the years leading up to 
Independence and during 
the confused but hopeful 
years after that. Draped in a 
Parsi-style sari and lugging 
her heavy camera equipment 
around, Homai was a familiar 
figure in Delhi. She captured 

some of the most passionate 
moments of a young nation 
while she tracked events 
that rewrote the history of 
modern India

She belonged to a time when 
photojournalism was a little 
known term and was almost 

exclusively a male preserve. 
Homai Vyarawalla, India’s very 
first woman photojournalist, 
wrote the finishing chapter of her 
glorious life on January 15 this 
year. She was 98. Guess who was 
her favourite subject? Jawaharlal 
Nehru. Malvika Karlekar in The 
Telegraph (January 23, 2011) writes 
that Homai would say that Nehru 
was “the perfect figure for a 
photographer. A personality who 
electrified the entire atmosphere 
when he entered....” Clearly 
aware of his charisma, “he posed 
for pictures, as if unconsciously.” 
Homai recorded Jawaharlal 
Nehru’s many moods: the charmer 
hugging his sister Vijayalakshmi, 
him addressing the nation for 
the first time as prime minister 
from the ramparts of the Red Fort 
on August 6, 1947, with Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel by his side, and, 
of course, with the Mountbattens. 

She journeyed through the 
evolution of the camera as a 
technical innovation, the fluid 
and slow changes that came in 
the process of still photography 
and the treatment and approach 
to subjects, events and landscapes 
photographed. Vyarawalla's 
political photographs are a vivid 
document of the turbulent years 
that heralded and followed 

Independence. Her striking images 
of the death of Gandhiji and the 
visits of international dignitaries 
such as Ho Chi Minh, Queen 
Elizabeth and Jackie Kennedy are 
stamped forever in public memory. 
One of her candid portraits shows 
a pensive Mohammed Ali Jinnah 
the day before he left for Pakistan, 
and Mahatma Gandhi as he 
arrived at the historic meeting of 
the All India Congress Committee 
in June 1947. Homai’s comments 
on the meeting are most salutary: 
ducking behind benches and 
crouching out of sight to take her 
photographs, she could not help 
but register that “a handful of 
people” voted for the Partition of 
India.

“I remember my first shot as a 
photographer in 1938. A group of 
women from the Women’s Club 
in Bombay had gone for a picnic 
and I had photographed them. My 
first pictures were published in the 
Bombay Chronicle – a whole range 
of pictures for which I was paid 
one rupee in cash for each,” she 
once recalled in an interview on 
8th September 2009. Homai was 
born in Navsari, a little mofussil 
town in Gujarat on December 9, 
1913 into a poor family. Her father 
was an actor from the Urdu-Parsi 
theatre. She went off to Bombay 
to obtain an Honours degree from 
the University of Bombay and 
followed it up with a diploma in 
Arts from the JJ School of Arts. 
She fell in love with a fellow-
photographer named Maneckshaw 
who had tremendous influence on 
her work as a photographer. 

Homai’s first works were with 
her husband’s Rolleiflex presented 

Homai Vyarawalla.
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to him by a friend. Much later, she 
used the Speedgraphic (also called 
Pacemaker). “These two cameras 
were used by photojournalists all 
over the world,” Homai explained 
in one of her last interviews. The 
big break came with World War 
II. With Singapore overrun by 
the Japanese, the British shifted 
their Information Office to New 
Delhi. The office was looking 
for photographers and Stanley 
Jepson at the Illustrated Weekly 
recommended the Vyarawallas, 
who shifted to New Delhi in 1942. 
Manekshaw was "lent" to the 
British Information Services (BIS) 
for one year by The Times of India, 
but Homai became a full-time 
employee at BIS and was allowed 
to accept freelance assignments. 
“Most people think that I have 
done only ‘political’' photography, 
but that is not quite true. I was a 
regular contributor to Onlooker 
magazine in Mumbai that covered 
VIP social events and carried 
photographs of high society 
people. They had columns such 
as Delhi Doings and so on. I also 
did a number of photo features, 
anything that convinced me that 
there was an interesting story to 
it,” she recalls.

Later, when Homai discovered 
that heavy cameras with glass 
plates were replaced with film 
and that the focus of photographic 
discourse had moved from the 
staged, posted and manipulated 
frames to the spontaneous 
moment captured just so, Homai 
adapted to the changing demands 
of the time and gave spontaneous 
photography her own name, “split 
second moment”. The entry of the 
paparazzi was still a long time 
away and photographers were not 
taken to be unwelcome intruders 
into public and invited private 
spaces like they are now. Though 
she found it difficult to manage 
elbow space within a crowd of 
male photographers wielding a 
barrage of large cameras, she learnt 
the art of dodging, negotiating 
and then making space for herself 

with new methods that were 
slowly gaining popularity among 
photographers. Among these were 
the low-angle shot, the use of flash 
during daylight photography and 
the use of backlighting to enhance 
the image. “The low-angle shot 
gave my subjects a good stature 
and separated them from the 
background,” she said. She chose 
black-and-white, the medium she 
had begun with and when colour 
came, she found it excessive at 
times. 

By the 1950s, Homai Vyarawalla 
had become a well-known indepen-
dent photographer in New Delhi. 
Her days and nights were choc-a-
bloc with VIP assignments such as 
capturing President Raja Rajendra 
Prasad at an important ceremonial 
occasion in the morning and jiving 
with British families in the Gym-

khana Club in the evenings, always 
with her camera tucked into her 
bag. We can see her photographs 
of a young Indira Gandhi as an af-
fectionate mother, or Indira talk-
ing to Jacqueline Kennedy on her 
Indian visit or whispering to her 
aging father at an AICC meet. Ho-
mai’s male colleagues used to call 
her Mummy. She was never over-
awed by the glamour of her VIP 
subjects and always maintained 
an objective distance from them. 
Until a few years before her death, 
Homai drove her car, did her own 
plumbing, cooked her food and 
did minor electrical repairs. She 
also maintained a flourishing ter-
race garden and had coped with 
the reality of living alone content-
edly without being bogged down 
by self-pity or depression. 

A younger Homai Vyarawalla with her Speedlight camera.
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Homai did not take a single 
photograph during the last 41 
years of her life. When asked why 
she quit photography while at the 
peak of her profession, she said, “It 
was not worth it any more. We had 
rules for photographers; we even 
followed a dress code. We treated 
each other with respect, like col-
leagues. But then, things changed 
for the worst. They [the new gener-
ation of photographers] were only 
interested in making a few quick 
bucks; I did not want to be part 
of the crowd anymore.” In 1973, 
she moved to Vadodara where 
she lived alone till her last day. 
Her only child, Farouq, had died 
of cancer in 1982. She was award-
ed the Padma Vibhushan, India’s 
second highest civilian award a 
year before she passed away. She 
was also conferred with Lifetime 
Achievement Award by the Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Ministry 
in 2010. 

In a long interview with Homai 
Vyarawalla, Rediff.com’s Sanchari 
Bhattacharya (March 3 2011) writes, 
“Though she was attracted to 
painting, she realised soon enough 
that it would not bring much money. 
Photography was “something new, 
something interesting and artistic 

enough”. Plus, it paid well – she 
received Re 1 for each of her initial 
photographs, a good sum those 
days. Homai’s photographs of 
Mumbai – taken in the late 1930s 
and early 1940s – tell the story of 
a city that still managed to sleep 
at night, which gave its residents 
the time and space to catch breath. 
Homai's images outline the 
beauty and idiosyncrasy of the 
city once known as Bombay. The 
photographs hark back to a time 
when the regal Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Terminus was called Victoria 
Terminus, when traders waited 
on the streets to catch the sight 
of a good omen before starting 
their daily business, when people 
enjoyed a rain-washed afternoon 
at the Gateway of India.” Going 
nostalgic, Homai added, “I began 
to do pictorial essays and stories 
about the lives of ordinary people. 
Versova had a lot of beaches 
and I described the lives of the 
fishermen and women there in 
pictures with captions. Then, the 
cotton industry — the fields, the 
women collectors with their big 
bags, the cotton ginning — the 
whole process was captured in 
pictures. This was something 
absolutely new in India at the time 
and even the government bought 
my pictures.”

Homai was one of the 
founder-members of the News-
Cameramen's Association. “We 
had a very strict code of conduct 
and a dress code that required 
the men to wear closed collar 
shirts and trousers and shoes. 
I would go dressed in a sari as 
against the salwar-kameez that I 
favoured for my bicycle-rounds of 
the capital, where it was safe for 
women to move around even at 1 
a.m. “Being a good photographer 
calls for skill in handling people. 
As a rule, I never asked my 
subjects to pose — that would 
have made them look theatrical. 
People's moods and expressions 
are constantly changing and you 
have to be alert to capture them.”

Filmmaker and academic 
Sabeena Gadihoke archived a 
fascinating visual documentary 
on the works of Homai Vyarawalla 
entitled India in Focus: Camera 
Chronicles of Homai Vyarawalla. 
This is priceless in terms of the 
painstaking research Gadihoke 
put in over two years of interviews 
with Homai and dredging through 
piles and piles of memorabilia 
and photographs.  Homai’s work 
would have been lost to history 
and forgotten forever unless a 
Delhi-based photographer who 
was researching the only woman 
photographer in the list of 
photographers maintained in the 
Press Information Bureau pounced 
on her work.  Many prints were 
lost, burnt or thrown away but 
what remains gives us a rich and 
fascinating glimpse into the works 
of one of the most unique women 
photojournalist the country 
has ever produced. The Camera 
Chronicles defines and describes 
the history of a newly emergent 
India. A Gandhian at heart, spirit 
and lifestyle, Homai handed over 
her entire life's work – priceless 
photographs taken between 1937 
and 1970 – to the New Delhi-based 
Alkazi Foundation for the Arts.

In 2010, the National Gallery 
of Modern Art, New Delhi, in 
collaboration with the Alkazi 
Foundation for the Arts presented 
a retrospective of her work. Most of 
her photographs were published 
under the pseudonym Dalda 13. 
The reasons behind her choice of 
the rather amusing name were 
that her birth year was 1913, she 
got married at the age of 13 and 
her first car’s number plate read 
“DLD 13″. Among the tributes to 
Homai’s work is a documentary 
with the sub-title, A Talented 
Woman History Forgot.

(A tribute by Shoma A. Chatterji, 
freelance journalist, author and film 

scholar based in Kolkata.)

Vijaylakshmi Pandit and Jawaharlal 
Nehru: one of many magical moments 
captured by Homai. 

<
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REMEMBERING SUNIL JANAH

An uncompromising 
artistic vision

Sunil Janah, a great photographer, passed away peacefully 
in his home in Berkeley, California on June 21. His wife, 
Shobha, passed away only a few weeks earlier. He is survived 
by his son Arjun Janah of Brooklyn, New York

Sunil Janah was born in Assam in 1918, but grew up in Calcutta. He 
was educated at St Xavier's and Presidency Colleges in Calcutta. 
Like so many others at the time, he had joined the student federation 

inspired by left-wing politics. When the ban on the Communist Party was 
lifted by the British as they supported the allied front against the fascist 

forces of Hitler and Mussolini, he 
caught the eye of the visionary 
general secretary of the Communist 
Party, P.C. Joshi. Janah was a keen 
amateur photographer, Joshi 
recognised his talent and overnight 
persuaded him to abandon his 
English studies and travel with 
him and the artist Chittoprasad 
to photograph the famine raging 
across Bengal in 1943. The 
photographs by Janah published 
in the party journal, People's War, 
brought him instant fame as they 
revealed to the shocked nation 
the horror of the famine. He 
moved with Chittoprasad to live 
in the party commune in Bombay, 
where both were intimately 
associated with the Progressive 
Writers Association (PWA) and 
IPTA, The Indian People's Theatre 
Association. Janah had become 
the most famous photographer 
in India by then and was sought 
out by Life Magazine's Margaret 
Bourke White, with whom he 
formed a unique friendship and 
working relationship in 1945.

Unlike other photographers, 
Janah was an active political 
worker whose political work 
happened to be photography. 
Because of his talent and 
reputation, Joshi happily acceded 
to requests from the Congress 
Party, The Muslim League and the 
National Conference in Kashmir 
to allow him to photograph their 
meetings and conventions. As an 
insider with a political ideology, 
Janah's photographs stood out 
for their passionate engagement, 
idealism and an uncompromising 
artistic vision. He became intimate 
not just with all the legendary 

Sunil Janah (1918-2012) against a background of vintage prints - his work. 
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cultural figures associated with the 
left in the 1940s, but also the entire 
spectrum of the political leadership. 
His portraits of the legends stand 
out for their intimate and personal 
power. Most were published in the 
Party journal, People's Age.

After the political split in the 
Communist Party when Joshi was 
sidelined in 1947, Janah moved back 
to Calcutta and opened a studio. 
He was a founding member along 
with Satyajit Ray, Chidananda Das 
Gupta and Hari Das Gupta of the 
Calcutta Film Society. Ray designed 
his first book of photographs, The 
Second Creature (Signet Press) in 
1949. In Calcutta, Janah started 
photographing dance and dancers 
making iconic pictures of Shanta 
Rao, Ragini Devi, Indrani Rahman 
and many others. He also made an 
extensive document on commercial 
assignment of the new steel mills, 
coal mines, power plants, railway 
engine factories and dams being 
built in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa - 
the great temples of the new India 
coming up in the 1950s. His later 
documentation across India of the 
tribal communities, done with the 
anthropologist Verrier Elvin, was 
another landmark.

 In my view, his work is the 
defining epic document of the last 
decade of the freedom struggle 
and the first decade of free India 
- the 'Nehruvian' years. Janah 
remained a committed communist 
till his last breath, though not a 
party member. He had married 
Shobha, a medical doctor, and 
moved to Delhi in the 1960s 
when she got a job there. Never 
very good at commerce, Janah 
became very bitter at his work 
being extensively used without 
payment or credit, and fulminated 
particularly against Mulk Raj 
Anand who used his pictures in 
Marg - pictures which educated 
an entire generation about India's 
temple architecture and sculpture. 
The bitterness made him a recluse 
in later life and led to the huge 
body of work being hidden from 
public view for decades. 

I was able to mount a huge 
retrospective of his work in 
New York in 1998 in an informal 
exhibition of 600 vintage prints, 
which created a sensation. A full-
page review in the New York Times 
brought scores of people to the 
gallery, many older Indians left 
sobbing in tears, so moved by the 

history they saw. Sadly, I was unable 
to ever raise funds for a book and 
failed for years to persuade the 
Government of India to acquire 
the treasure of his archive, which 
sits in his basement in Berkeley. 
The government awarded Janah 
a Padma Shree in January 2012, 
mistakenly awarding him the same 
honour which Indira Gandhi had 
given him in 1974. Embarrassed, it 
upgraded it to a Padma Bhushan. 
It had not yet been presented to 
Janah by the Consul General in 
San Fransisco at the time of his 
death.

(A tribute by Ram Rahman on behalf 
of the Safdar Hashmi Memorial 

Trust, New Delhi, with whom Janah 
had an intimate relationship.)

<
After spending more than three decades with the Business India Group, 

Pheroza Bilimoria has stepped down as the company’s managing director. 
Billimoria continues to be associated with the company as director for now, 
but she will relinquish the post soon. Ashok Advani, founder publisher, 
Business India Group, is now overseeing most of the tasks that Billimoria was 
handling. It is understood that the company will announce a succession plan 
soon. 

Billimoria began her journey with the Business India Group in 1978, 
when she had taken the responsibility to look after the advertisement and 
circulation sales for the magazine. Recalling her journey at the company 
so far, Billimoria said, “It’s difficult to pinpoint specific landmarks; there are 
far too many. The first taste of success was when in October of 1978 we 
put Business India magazine on the media map. Setting up our cable TV 
business, restructuring the debt created by BITV and then paying most of the 
debt in the last decade were some memorable milestones. Last but not the 
least was becoming the first women president of the Ad Club Mumbai.”

Junior Diamond has announced 
the launch of Chhota Bheem comics 
in Hindi. Chhota Bheem is a much-
loved cartoon character among 
kids. Talking to exchange4media, 
Manish Verma, director, Marketing, 
Junior Diamond said, “The clear 
cut objective to launch the comic 
is to capitalise on the popularity of 
Chhota Bheem. We understand that 
there is a gap in the market as far 
as the current entertaining reading 
options for kids are concerned.” 
Talking further about the promotion 
strategy, he added, “We are using 
platforms such as television, print, 
internet and book stalls to market 
the new offering. Content has been 
given more priority and minimal 
advertisement will be present. 
Children-related products will be 
the main advertisers. The print-run 
will be one lakh. Chhota Bheem is 
available in English and Bengali. 

Hindi Chhota Bheem 
launched

Pheroza Bilimoria steps down as MD

< <
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REMEMBERING A.THIRUGNANASAMBANDAMOORTHY 

He was not afraid to 
speak the truth

A.T.S. Moorthy, retired 
chief sub-editor, The Hindu, 
Chennai, passed away on 
the morning of May 28 at his 
residence in neighbouring 
Chingleput. He had been 
unwell for sometime. He 
was 67. He leaves behind 
his wife, Ananthavalli  

A simple, sincere and honest 
journalist, he worked 
diligently in the Tamil 

Nadu desk of the newspaper for 
nearly 20 years. Unfortunately, 
recognition came to him only at 
the 11th hour as is the case with 
honest, hardworking people. His 
only weakness was he was never 
a ‘yes man’ for things he felt were 
wrong, nor did he fall at the feet of 
his superiors for favours. A widely 
read person, he was never afraid 
of speaking the truth at all times 
and in all places. In fact, he was 
busy writing a book on Mahatma 
Gandhi and the freedom struggle, 
and had finished 90 per cent of 
the work when death snatched 
him away. His good old teachers 
at the Madras Christian College 
in Tambaram, where Moorthy 
studied History, Rev Duncan 
Forrester or his wife, Dorothy 
Forrester (I forget whom) in 
Scotland and Prof Rajinikantha 
Rao in the US, were prepared to 
help him get the book published. 

Moorthy was a popular sports 
commentator prior to joining The 
Hindu and will be missed by the 
many sportsmen and scribes he 
knew. During his MCC days, he 
was the goalkeeper for Madras 
University's football team. On a 

personal note, he was one of my 
best friends in The Hindu, though 
we had differences of opinion on 
various things. May his soul rest 
in peace. Some of the journalists 
in The Hindu – G. Divakar, V.M. 
Rajasekhar, P. Krishnan, K. 
Keerthivasan, R. Narayanan and 
myself – were fortunate to visit 
Moorthy's house this afternoon 
and pay our last respects. 

(A tribute by Albert Devakaram; 
courtesy: Journalism Online)

‘Change of heart must 
happen within’
 

His passing away was a bit 
of a shock to me. It should be, 
especially if the guy who had left 
for the other world is known to 
you for over two decades. The bus 
(on the way to Chingleput) was 
breezing past Meenambakkam 
airport when I thought of the 

countless hours of conversation 
I had with him – on morality, 
political leaders and political 
wisdom, as well as his growing 
sense of disenchantment with all 
and sundry. He had dabbled in 
quite a few jobs but somehow fell 
out of them because he thought he 
was losing his identity. 

A fervent believer in Gandhiji’s 
vision and way of life, he was 
using his Gandhian yardstick to 
judge contemporary politicians 
and found them always way off 
the mark. An avid reader, he took 
a special liking to Louis Fischer’s 
book on Gandhi and thought it 
was the most authenticate stuff 
on the Mahatma. He himself had 
written a book on Gandhi and 
used to lament as to how and what 
he could do to publicise it. He 
kept rubbing it in on me and other 
friends that “change of heart must 
happen within. It is the individual 
who creates the system and not the 
other way around”. I remember 
the endless arguments with him 
on the subject, but he could never 
be shaken off the position that 
“you will be good if you want to 
be”.  

I remember him telling me 
“Gifts are given only to a few.  God 
is extremely parsimonious in it. 
That’s why you have a Gary Sobers 
or a Maradona.” I found that he 
had a disarming way of fending off 
despair and frustration articulated 
by anyone saying that there was 
always a lot more to life. 

(A tribute by K.S. Subramanian.)

A.T.S. Moorthy.

<
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Book Review

How ‘helping relationships’ 
help in the long-run

5 ENGAGING WAYS TO PROMOTE 
EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE, GROWTH 
& WELL-BEING
Author: Ganesh Chella
Publisher: Tata McGraw Hill Education, New 
Delhi 
Pages: 244
Price: Not mentioned

Globalisation, liberalisation, virtual reality, a 
blurring of timelines and geo-political boundaries – 
the corporate world in India has shift ed into high 
gear. Pay scales have been reset, so has the body’s 
diurnal clock mechanism.  Cultures collide, at best 
baffl  ingly, at worst, disturbingly. Whole populations 
are moving from rural to urban, the Family as an 
Indian institution is undergoing a major shake-up. 
To add to the mix, women are becoming a force to 
reckon with in every type of career, a change taking 
place faster than a shift  in traditional ideas of the 
place of a woman being with the home and hearth. 
Not surprisingly, this churning mass of confl icts has 

played havoc with the psyche of the modern day 
employee in India, both man and woman. Dietary and 
sleep disorders are on the rise. The ability to cope is 
being severely taxed. Leadership has been thrust on 
many, and not many are able to rise to the demand. 
Cracks and fi ssures are appearing everywhere. 

The corporate world might be new to the situation, 
but hours of work which owe nothing to the clock, 
unpredictable work schedules, erratic timings for 
a diet high on caff eine and low on nutrition, the 
constant requirement to be one up on any situation, 
and through it all, the inexorable pressure of the 
deadline have long been par for the course in the 
world of media.  To the woman’s lot in this world, 
add the tensions of coping with the demands of 
home and family without benefi t of a regular patt ern 
of work. 

Ganesh Chella’s book 5 Engaging Ways to Promote 
Employee Performance, Growth & Well-Being looks at 
the 21st century Indian employee’s struggle to cope 
using resources at his/her disposal, and suggests 
how traditional, but now declining or lost helping 
mechanisms may be tweaked and polished so that 
a win-win situation for employer and employee 
may emerge. Although talking of the community of 
the employed as a whole, the book will certainly be 
of special interest to those pursuing a career in the 
media because the media is an established breeding 
ground for employee distress. Here, stress shows up 
in various ways, including depression, att rition and 
a breakdown of relationships. 

The “complex connection between economic 
wellbeing, socio-cultural changes, breakdown 
of family support systems, enormous domestic 
migration, new values towards work, love and 
life, heightened aspirations and inadequate 
psychological readiness is seldom understood or 
even worse, unacknowledged,” says Chella.  He 
seeks to demystify these connections and make a 
case for ensuring the availability of trained help in 
Indian organisations across the board. 

In his Introduction, Chella sets out the whys and 
wherefores of the book this way: “Today’s employees 
need a helping organisation – an organisation that is 
willing to and capable of helping them to cope with 
their life challenges, to fully utilise their talents and 
achieve their full potential. Such help cannot come 
from mechanistic people processes or HR processes 
as we have been led to believe over the years. It can 
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come only from real people who are willing to engage 
in real helping relationships with the employees who 
need such help. This in many ways is the central 
message of the book”. 

The book is very well structured. In what may be 
described as the first section, it deals with why help 
matters in today’s workplace, and analyses why that 
need has now become critical, goes on to talk about 
the types of help that employees need, and where 
they are most likely to look for it. Then it establishes 
that help does make a difference.  The next section 
uses several chapters to delineate the structure of a 
helping organisation, and the final one examines the 
critical competencies needed for creating a helping 
organisation, and the future of an institution that 
may be described as such. As an HR professional and 
an executive coach, Chella offers considerable insight 
into the “unintended consequences of performance 
and growth-impaired employee well-being”. He 
discusses the power of the helping relationships at 
work, and uncovers the different layers of help in an 
organisational context. He deals with Community 
Help, Barefoot Help and Qualified Help, and shows 
how each has an important role to play. Myths are 
broken, stereotypes discussed. He also ventures into 
the area of coaching for the coach.

The style is easy to read, and the concepts are 
illustrated by plenty of real-life anecdotes and case 
studies, making the book a very interesting read. 
Chella talks of the heartwarming success of path-
breaking-helping initiatives taken by companies such 
as TCS, Wipro and Cairn, and uses many first-person 
accounts by a series of top-level officials of their 
experiences in mentoring and being mentored to 
back up his position. The monotony of text is broken 
up by pie-charts and funky clip art-style illustrations 
that bear out his points in an appealing manner. For 
the really serious closet coach, Chella even has a 
Manager as Barefoot Coach Tool which lets you rate 
yourself as a ‘helper’. 

To quote Santrupt B. Misra, CEO, Carbon 
Black Business Director, Group HR, Aditya Birla 
Management Corporation, “This book empowers 
people to build a bridge between human welfare 
and organisational performance”. Ganesh Chella is 
the founder of totus consulting, a strategic human 
resources consulting firm, and the co-founder and 
current vice-chairman of CFI, a pioneering institution 
that leverages the power of executive coaching to 
enhance the quality of business leadership in India. 

(After a decade-long stint at the desk with the Press 
Trust of India, the writer chose to work freelance; she is 

based in Chennai.)

Susan Philip

Hyper-local TOI 
supplement in Pune

The Times of India has intensified its coverage of 
local news with the launch of a new weekly supplement 
in Pune. This media vehicle targets sectors that thrive in 
hyper-local communities and covers advertisers such as 
mom-and-pop stores, restaurants, health centres, florists, 
banquet halls and furniture shops. Such businesses have 
traditionally kept away from extensively consuming 
space in the print media, due to deterrents such as price 
and circulation. Currently, the hyper-local supplement 
covers the Aundh, Baner and Kondhwa areas; there are 
plans to launch five editions in Pune over a period of 
time. 

Says Arunabh Das Sharma,president, TOI: “This 
project will be a local product with cities being 
divided into 6-20 zones depending on the size and 
population. Each edition of the supplement would 
carry content dependent on the relevance to the area/
zone. Hyper-local businesses in the zone are invited 
to communicate to the relevant audiences in that area 
through various promotional and interacting activities.”  
The differentiators will be user-generated content and 
innovative advertising solutions. The ad-edit ratio will 
be 50:50. 

“This project will leverage the concept of user-
generated content by inviting readers to be citizen 
journalists for The Times of India. Readers will play 
an active role in the process of collecting, reporting, 
analysing and disseminating news and information. 
Anyone with a mobile phone or Internet connection can 
publish content. They will be able to upload content to a 
social media site which is used by us to create multiple 
hyper local publications,” adds Sharma. 

The supplement will be circulated free with the main 
paper every Friday. It is being promoted through 
different mediums such as print, radio and the Internet.  
Meanwhile, a Facebook page has been designed to 
interact with the readers and enable them to post their 
stories and comments.

<
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Senior family members step 
down from The Hindu

K. Balaji, managing director of Kasturi and Sons 
Ltd (KSL) that publishes The Hindu newspaper, and 
five other senior members of the Kasturi family will 
step down from their respective positions in the 
company while continuing as whole-time directors 
on its board. Arun Anant, chief executive officer, will 
be in charge of all the non-editorial operations of 
the company, including advertisement, circulation, 
finance and accounts, production, human resources 
and administration, under the supervisory direction 
of the board of directors, the communication said. S 
Padmanabhan, vice-president (finance and accounts) 
and company secretary is set to become chief 
financial officer and company secretary. Balaji, who 
is also the publisher now, is expected to relinquish 
that responsibility soon and Padmanabhan will take 
over. The board is expected to pass a resolution in 
this regard in the coming days. The other family 
members stepping down from their responsibilities 
are: Ramesh Rangarajan (who looks after marketing), 
Akhila Iyengar, Vijaya Arun, Lakshmi Srinath and 
Nalini Krishnan. 

KSL, established in 1905, also publishes financial 
newspaper Business Line, Frontline magazine and 
sports weekly Sportstar. The latest development 
follow a number changes took place in the company’s 
editorial team earlier this year. In January, N Ram 
stepped down as the editor-in-chief, after holding 
the position for eight years. He handed over the 
post to Siddharth Varadarajan on January 19. On the 
same day, another family member, K Venugopal, also 
stepped down from the position of joint editor of The 
Hindu and Business Line. Earlier, N. Ravi, editor of 
The Hindu, resigned along with Malini Parthasarathy, 
executive editor and Nirmala Lakshman, joint editor. 
The Hindu's former senior managing director N. 
Murali announced his retirement effective August 
11, 2011. With these resignations, none of the senior 
members of the Kasturi family will he holding any 
position in the company, while they all will remain 
as whole-time directors on its board. KSL has 12 
board members and roughly 50 shareholders– all of 
them members of the Kasturi Ranga Iyengar family.

(This report appeared in Business Standard)

Reshuffle at Indian Express…
At the Indian Express Group, there have been 

some internal changes. Y.P. Rajesh, resident editor, 
Mumbai, since 2008 moves to New Delhi as associate 
editor. Deputy editor P. Vaidyanathan Iyer moves to 
Mumbai as resident editor; he was deputy resident 

editor and then resident editor, Financial Express, in 
New Delhi. More recently, he was national business 
editor of the Indian Express. “I think it brings more 
focus and puts a lot more energy behind the editorial 
ideas and concepts that we are working on,” said 
Shekhar Gupta, editor-in-chief,  Indian Express. 
Readers can expect some changes –more analyses, in-
depth stories, and long-format stories. The changes 
include Subhomoy Bhattacharya, executive editor 
(News), Financial Express moving to the Indian Express 
as deputy editor. He will take charge of the national 
economy and business bureau. Sunil Jain, opinion 
editor, Financial Express, will now be the assistant 
managing editor (Opinion and Policy). Shobhana 
Subramanian, resident editor, Financial Express, 
Mumbai, moves to New Delhi as assistant managing 
editor (News).

… and at The Hindu
The Hindu has reshuffled roles of some of its senior 

executives to consolidate the events and the Business 
Line vertical. K Ravichandran, erstwhile vertical 
head, Sales, has been appointed general manager, 
Events. The company has appointed L Sridhar, 
earlier deputy regional general manager, Mumbai, 
as general manager, Ad-Sales, Business Line. His 
responsibilities include growing the Business Line 
ad revenue as well as events nationally. A new role 
has been created for R. Diwakar as general manager, 
Alliances – to manage partnerships with other media 
companies such as HT and Eenadu. Ravichandran, 
Sridhar and Diwakar will report to Suresh Srinivasan, 
the vice president.

Dalit Dastak launched
Monthly Hindi magazine Dalit Dastak was 

launched recently. It includes true stories of Indian 
citizens fighting for justice. The magazine will be 
available in Delhi, Jharkhand, Bihar, Chattishgarh, 
Rajasthan and Maharashtra. Ashok Das is the editor. 
He has been running a Web site that tackles similar 
issues. “The Web site garnered good response but 
people from small states were unable to reach us. 
Hence, we decided to launch a magazine so that it 
becomes easier for readers to connect.” The cost of 
the magazine is Rs 20 and annual subscription Rs 250. 
There are 52 pages, eight in colour. About 4000 copies 
have been published. The print run will be increased 
based on the response the publication receives. It will 
be available in book stores, stalls, etc.

OTHER NEWS
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